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God Is Able 


By the late Ida A. Guirey 
2 Corinthians 9:8 


AITH may be tested when trials 
assail, 
Courage may falter and stedngth almost 
fail, 


" But God is able our strength to renew 


And to make all grace abound toward 
you. 


Obstacles oft in your pathway may lie, 

Clouds of perplexity darken the sky; 

He makes the darkness light as the day. 

He goes before you. He marks your 
way. 


Billows of sorrow upon you may roll, 

Winds of adversity sweep o’er your 
soul— 

Even the tempests obey His command: 

God is our refuge. He holds your hand. 


Steps and Stops 

Delays and hindrances do not prove 
that we are out of God’s will. “The 
Steps of a good man are ordered,by the 
Lord,” said the Psalmist (37:23); “and 
also his stops,”” someone has added. Both 
are seen in Paul’s experience in a short 


" passage in Acts: ‘two stops and a for- 


Ward step. “Paul and Timothy “were 


forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach 


the word in Asia” (16:6). When they 
got to Mysia they tried to go northeast 
into Bithynia, “but the Spirit suffered 
them not”; so they went down to the 
seaport of Troas. There Paul had his 
night vision of the Macedonian asking 
him to come over and help. So the next 
morning he and Timothy at once con- 
tinued on their journey westward and 
at last reached Philippi in Macedonia 
where the Lord greatly blessed their 
ministry. From these incidents in the 
life of the great apostle, missionary vol- 
unteers who are blocked in their plans 
may take courage, Let them watch and 
pray, and God will lead on into a place 


of service, 
a“ 
Ils Our Worship Acceptable? 


Thoughtless, insincere worship leads 
to careless lives. “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 
It is to be feared that too many church- 
goers today are not following this prin- 
ciple in their congregational singing, 
praying, Scripture reading, and listen- 
ing to sermons. The Prophet Malachi 
said to Israel: “Ye offer polluted bread 
upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein 
have we polluted thee? In that ye say, 
The table of the Lord is contemptiblé. 
And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, 
is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame 
and sick, is it not evil? offer it now 


unto thy governor; will he be pleased 
with thee, or accept thy person? saith 
the Lord of hosts” (Mal, 1:7, 8). Lest 
we brush this aside as only for sinning 
Israel, Matthew Henry makes the fol- 
lowing close application for us: “It is 
a very evil thing, whether men think so 
or no, to offer the blind and the lame, 
the torn and the sick, in sacrifice to 
God. If we worship God ignorantly, and 
without understanding, we bring the 
blind for sacrifice; if we do it carelessly, 
and without consideration, if we are 
cold, and dull, and dead, in it, we bring 
the sick; if we rest in the bodily exer- 
cise, and do not make heart-work of it, 
we bring the lame; and, if we suffer 
vain thoughts and distractions to lodge 
within us, we bring the torn. And is 
not this evil? Is it not a great affront 
to God and a great wrong and injury 
to our own souls? Do not our books 
tell us, nay, do not our own hearts tell 
us, that this is evil? for God, who is the 
best, ought to be served with the best 
we have.” Not only da we owe it to 
God to “worship him in spirit and in 
truth,” that is, sincerely and from the 
heart;. but when we do, our worship is 
pleasanter and infinitely more profitable 
to us. Then we are prepared to obey 
the Apostle Paul’s admonition, “Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 
@ne another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). 


What Does the Future Hold? 


By Frederick A. Tatford, Litt.D., Th.D. 


probably the most remarkable in 
human history. This is true, no 
matter to what field one turns. In the 
realm of surgery, for example, a heart 
which has stopped beating may now be 


Te days in which we live are 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“If ye have faith . .. nothing 
shall be impossible unto you” 
(Matt. 17:20). 

















revived; by leucotomy the character- 
istics and habits of the individual may 
be completely changed; by blood trans- 
fusion a life may be saved. At the same 
time, an American electronics engineer, 
Curtis R. Schafer, rather fantastically 
prophesies that surgeons may soon be 
able to attach electrodes to every child’s 
brain and that miniature radios may 
later be connected so that the race can 
be controlled from state transmitters. 
Again, in the sphere of the mind, psy- 
chiatry has been able, by delving into 
the unconscious, to discover the history 
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of the individual and, as some psychol- 
ogists think, perhaps the history of the 
race as well. 

In the world of aviation, such extraor- 
dinary speeds have been achieved that, 
in the near future, it will be possible 
to fly by jet plane from London to New 
York in one hour, For some years past, 
interplanetary societies have been dis- 
cussing soberly and scientifically the 
possibility of journeys to other planets. 
One of the papers read at the Third 
Astronomical Congress at Stuttgart 
nearly six years ago, for example, com- 
menced with the statement, “Interplan- 
etary flight is not only technically pos- 
sible but cértain to be achieved within 
the next quarter of a century.” Russia’s 
experiments have now proved that con- 
tact with the moon is practicable and 
that a journey there and back is feasi- 
ble. It seems probable that we shall 
soon see the launching of space stations 
into the air to form bases for space 
ships, built from prefabricated parts 
ferried to the stations from the earth. 

The alchemist’s dream of the trans- 
mutation of lead into gold does not seem 
so absurd today, when it has been dem- 
onstrated that one chemical element can 
be converted into another and that pre- 
viously unknown elements can be cre- 
ated as a result of atomic fission. 

Nor does the vision of limitless power 
seem quite as remote in view of the 
tremendous potentialities of atomic en- 
ergy. The fission process (ie. the 
splitting of atoms, which results in the 
release of tremendous energy) is al- 
ready being used in Britain to produce 
electricity, but the day is not far distant 
when the fusion process used in atomic 
bombs will be capable of industrial ap- 
plication and far greater power will be 
made available to man. The sailor now 
speaks of the practicability of a ship 
refueling only once every two years, 
while the nuclear engineer refers to the 
possibility of coal being completely 
superseded by electricity within a cen- 
tury. 

Factories and offices today are being 
transformed by automation. An elec- 
tronic unit can now, for example, do 
the week’s work of 400 clerks in a 
couple of hours, while one advanced 
unit is capable of calculating in a few 
minutes complicated subjects which 
would take half a dozen of the keen- 
est mathematicians over twenty years. 

A transatlantic telephone call is pos- 
sible with results as clear as a call to 
the next town, and the time is not far 
distant when the telephone will make 
it possible not only to hear but also to 
see the caller at the other end of the 
wire. Even today, radio and television 
bring into the home what is being said 
and done hundreds of miles away. 

The days in which we live are indeed 
pregnant with possibilities—both for 
good or for ill—but to the thinking man 
of the world, they are days of the great- 
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est fear. Professor Einstein has said: 
“Annihilation of any life on earth has 
been brought within the range of tech- 
nical possibilities. The ghostlike char- 
acter of this development lies in its 
apparently compulsory trend. .. . 
In the end there beckons more and 
more clearly general annihilation.” 
Even earlier, H. G. Wells wrote pessi- 
mistically: “The end of everything we 
call life is close at hand and cannot 
be evaded. . . . There is no way out 
of or round or through the impasse. It 
is the end!” 

Men talk on the one hand of the 
potentialities of automation, of the bene- 
ficial use of isotopes in medicine and 
agriculture, of the wonder ef the appli- 
cation of atomic energy to industry, and 
so on. On the other hand, they speak 
frankly of the possibility of civilization 
being wiped out. The pope was uttering 
no idle words when he referred to the 
means of destruction available to man 
as being capable of causing the total 
extermination of all animal and vege- 
table life in the world. The Japanese 
radio account of the effect of the Hiro- 
shima bomb is still startling: “The 
atom bomb literally seared to death all 
living things—human and animal—in 
Hiroshima. People outdoors were 
burned to death, and those indoors were 
killed by the indescribable pressure and 
heat. The dead are simply uncount- 
able. It is not possible to distinguish 
the men from the women among the 
killed. When buildings were hit by the 
atrocious bomb, every living being out- 
side simply vanished into air because 
of the heat. The amount of destruc- 
tion is simply indescribable.” In this 
city with a population of 350,000, the 
buildings were completely destroyed, at 
least 70,000 people were killed and an- 
other 70,000 injured. “Weeks later, 
many, who had seemingly escaped and 
were apparently free from injury, fell 
ill in large numbers, manifesting ex- 
treme weakness. Examination of the 
blood revealed low red cell values and 
low white blood count—the condition 
progressed to death.” : 

Well might the world be horrified. 
But what of today? Nuclear warfare 
now would be incomparably worse than 
the Hiroshima disaster. Even the sim- 
ple form of hydrogen bomb is appar- 
ently now out of date. It has been 
estimated that 400 one-ton cobalt bombs 
would be sufficient to destroy all life 
on the earth. When cobalt is bom- 
barded with neutrons, it becomes highly 
radioactive, giving off radiation over 
300 times more powerful than the 
gamma rays given off by radium. Prof. 
Harrison Brown says that “a cobalt 
bomb containing a ton of deuterium (a 
variant or isotope of hydrogen) could 
be exploded on a north-south line in 
the Pacific about a thousand miles west 
of California. The radioactive dust 
would reach California in about a day 
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and New York in four or five days, 
killing most life as it traversed the 
continent. Similarly the Western powers 
could explode a cobalt-hydrogen bomb 
on the north-south line about the longi- 
tude off Prague that would destroy all 
life within a strip 1,500 miles wide, ex- 
tending from Leningrad to Odessa, and 
3,000 miles deep, from Prague to the 
Ural Mountains.” And this takes no 
account of the development of inter- 
continental ballistic missiles and their 
probable use in nuclear warfare. 

It is not surprising that, in one of his 
last great speeches as Prime Minister of 
Britain, Sir Winston Churchill said: 


(Continued on page 37) 








Notes on Open Letters 


—— 


Is “Jehovah” or “Lord” the 
Correct Word? 


I would like to see a reprint in the 
Times of “Notes on Open Letters” 
(Dec. 31, 1932) entitled, “Is ‘Jehovah’ 
or ‘Lord’ the Correct Word?” I think 
it would be very timely now.—A 
British Columbia reader. 


Here are the original letter and an- 
swer: 

Is the substitution of “Jehovah” 
for “Lord” .in the American Revision 
of the Old Testament justifiable? 

I am not a Hebrew scholar, but I 
have been informed: 

1. That in the ancient unpointed 
Hebrew text only the consonants are 
written, leaving the vowels to be sup- 
plied according to the knowledge or 
judgment of the reader, 

2. That the written name of God 
was never pronounced but that an- 
other word was substituted for it. 

3. That our word “Lord” is the ex- 
act rendering into English of the sub- 
stituted term. . 

It would seem, then, that “Jehovah” 
is little more than a conjectural term. 
Why should we use it when to chil- 
dren and young people it -is at best 
only a repellent, barbarous, foreign 
word?—A New York reader. 

The substitution of “Jehovah” by the 
American Revisers for the familiar 
“Lorp” of the Authorized Version has 
raised again and again in the minds 
of Bible readers the question, Which 
of the two is correct? The main facts, 
so far as known, are as follows: 

1. The covenant name of the God of 
Israel is written in the Hebrew Bible 
YHWH., As it.has four letters it is often 
called the Tetragram. 

2. The exact pronunciation of the 
word YHWH is unknown. In Hebrew, 
as in most other Semitic languages, 
the vowels were indicated only par- 
tially if at all. There exists no thor- 
oughly reliable extra-Biblical tradition 
as to the correct pronunciation of this 
word. Many scholars regard Yahweh 


(Continued on page 38) 
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ll. Troin Your Children With Eternity in View 


Often ask yourself, “How will this 
affect their souls?” . 


OVE is one grand secret of success- 
L ful training. Anger and harsh- 

ness may frighten, but they will 
not persuade the child that you are 
right; and if he sees you often out of 
temper, you will soon cease,to have his 
respect. A father who speaks to his 
(1 Sam. 
20:30). need not expect to. retain his 
influence over that son’s mind. 

Try hard to keep a hold on your 
child’s affections. It is a dangerous 
thing to make your children afraid of 
you. Anything, almost, is better than 
reserve and constraint between your 
child and yourself, and that will come 
in with fear. Fear puts an end to open- 
ness of manner; fear leads to conceal- 
ment; fear sows the seed cf much hy- 
pocrisy, and leads to many a lie. There 
is a mine of truth in the apostle’s words 
to the Colossians, “Fathers, provoke not 
your children to anger, lest they be dis- 
couraged” (Col. 3:21). Let not the ad- 
vice it contains, be overlooked. 


3. Train your children with an abiding 

persuasion on your mind that much 

depends upon you. ; 

Grace is the strongest of ail princi- 
ples. See what a revolution grace ef- 
fects when it comes into the heart of 
an old sinner; how it overturns the 
strongholds of Satan—how it casts down 
mountains, fills up valleys, niakes crooked 
things straight, and new creates the 
whole man. Truly nothing is impossible 
to grace. 

Nature, too, is very strong. See how 
it struggles against the things of the 
Kingdom of God, how it fights against 
every attempt to be more holy, how it 
keeps up an unceasing warfare within 
us to the last hour of life. Nature in- 
deed is strong. 

But after nature and grace, undoubt- 
edly there is nothing more powerful 
than education. Early ‘habits are every- 
thing with us, under God. We are made 
what we are by training. Our thar- 
acter takes the form of that mold into 
which our first years are cast. 

We depend in a vast measure on those 
who bring us up. We get from them a 
color, a taste, a bias which cling to us 
more or less all our lives. We catch the 
language of our nurses and mothers, 
and learn to speak it almost insensibly; 
and unquestionably we catch something 
of their manners, ways, and minds, at 
the same time. Time only will show, 
I Suspect, how,much we all owe to early 
impressions, and how many things in 
us may be traced back to seeds sown in 
the days of our very infancy, by those 





By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. 


This is the second article taken 
from the booklet (out of print) on 
“How Should a Child Be Trained?” 
by Bishop J. C. Ryle. In this install- 
ment he shows that, though both 
grace and nature are very strong, 
yet after them nothing is more pow- 
erful than education. We cannot 
force our children to love the Bible, 
but we can teach them to be -ac- 
quainted with it and then, by God’s 
grace, they are likely to learn to 
love it. The next installment (Jan. 
25) will speak of habits of prayer 
and the use of the means of grace. 








who were about us. A very learned 
Englishman, Mr. Locke, has gone so far 
as to say, that “of all the men we meet 
with, nine parts out of ten are what 
they are, good or bad, useful or not, 
according to their education.” 

And al] this is one of God's merciful 
arrangements. He gives your children 
a mind that will receive impressions 
like moist clay. He gives them a dis- 
position at the starting point of life to 
believe what you tell them, and to take 
for granted what you advise them, and 
to trust your word rather than a 
stranger’s. He gives you, in short, a 
golden opportunity of doing them good. 
See that the opportunity be not neg- 
lected and thrown away. Once let 
slip, it is gone forever. 

Beware of that miserable delusion 
into which some have fallen, that par- 
ents can do nothing for their children; 
that you must leave them alone, wait 
for grace, and sit still. These persons 
have wishes for their children in Ba- 
laam’s fashion—they would like them 
to die the death of the righteous man, 
but they do nothing to make them live 
his life. They desire much, and have 
nothing. And the Devil rejoices to see 
such reasoning, just as he always does 
over anything that seems to excuse in- 
dolence, or to encourage neglect of 
means, 

I know that you cannot convert your 
child. I know well that they who are 
born again are born, not of the will of 
man, but of God. But I know also that 
God says expressly, “Train up a child 
in the way he should go,” and that He 
never laid a command on man which 
He would not give man grace to per- 
form. And I know, too, that our duty 
is not to stand still and dispute, but 
to go forward and obey. It is just in 
the going forward that God will meet 
us. The path of obedience is the way 
in which He gives the blessing. We 





have only to do as the servants were 
commanded at the marriage feast in 
Cana, to fill the water pots with water, 
and we may éafely leave it-to the Lord 
to turn that water into wine. 


4. Train with this thought continually 
before your eyes—that the soul of 
your child is the first thing to be 
considered. 


Precious, no doubt, are these little 
ones in your eyes; but if you love them, 
think often of their souls. No interest 
should weigh with you so much as their 
eterna] interests. No part of them should 
be so dear to you as that part which 
will never die. The world, with all its 
glory, shall pass away; the hills shall 
melt; the heavens shall be wrapped to- 
gether as a scroll; and the sun shall 
cease to shine; but the spirit that dwells 
in those little creatures, whom you love so 
well, shall outlive them all, and whether 
in happiness or misery (to speak as a 
man) will depend on you. 

This is the thought that should be 
uppermost in your mind, in all you do 
for your children. In every step you 
take about them, in every plan, and 
scheme, and arrangement, that concerns 
them, do not leave out that mighty 
question, “How will this affect their 
souls?” 

Soul love is the soul of all love. To pet, 
and pamper, and indulge your child, as 
if this world was all he had to look to, 
and this life the only season for happi- 
ness—to do this is not true love, but 
cruelty. It is treating him like some 
beast of the earth, which has but one 
world to look to, and nothing after 
death. It is hiding from him that grand 
truth, which he ought to be made to 
learn from his very infancy, that the 
chief end of his life is the salvation of 
his soul. : 

A true Christian must be no slave to 
fashion, if he would train his child for 
Heaven. He must not be content to do 
things merely because they are the cus- 
tom of the world; to teach them and 
instruct them in certain ways, merely 
because it is usual; to allow them to 
read books of a questionable sort, 
merely because everybody reads them; 
to let them form habits of a doubtful 
tendency, merely because they are 
habits of the day. He must train with 
an eye to his children’s souls. He must 
not be ashamed to hear his training 
called singular and strange. What if 
it is? The time is short—the fashion of 
this world passeth away. He that has 
trained his children for Heaven rather 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world . 





Probably in no area of the United 
States today is the population in- 
creasing as rapidly as in Los Angeles 
County. Many think that within the 
next ten years this area will have as 
many people as New York City. Be- 
cause of this, many new churches are 
springing up, a few of which are ex- 
periencing a growth so phenomenal that 
those in other parts of our country can 
hardly believe it is true. For example, 
on September 18, 1956, after six weeks 
of evangelism in a large tent at Ana- 
heim, about twenty miles east of Los 
Angeles, a small group met and organ- 
ized the Central Baptist Church of 
Anaheim. By November, 1957, that is, 
within fourteen months, the Sunday 
school enrollment had passed the thou- 
sand mark, and by Easter, or’ before 
the church was six months old, the at- 
tendance at church services. was ex- 
ceeding seven hundred each Lord’s Day. 
Each Tuesday, sixty persons from the 
congregation engage in door-to-door 
visitation. The church is planning to 
construct three additional buildings for 
Sunday school and educational pur- 
poses, and a larger church auditorium. 
If the growth continues—and they ex- 
pect that it will—within five years they 
plan to have a total of ten buildings, 
including a Christian high school, daily 
radio broadcasts, etc. 

The pastor of this church is Dr, Bob 
Wells, a well-known evangelist in city- 
wide campaigns, and the founder of the 
Dallas Bible Institute. 


Prerobaciy: in n Church Growth.— 


Archaeological Discoveries at Nimrud. 
—In the Illustrated London News for 
November 23, 1957, is the first of three 
fascinating articles describing the new 
discoveries at the great Assyrian city 
of Nimrud, the ancient Calah, by Dr. 
M. E. L. Mallowan, Field Director of 
the Expedition and Professor of West- 
ern Asiatic Archaeology in the Uni- 
versity of London. It was at Nimrud 
that the explorer Layard did some work 
many years ago, and brought out some 
hundreds of pieces of ivory, now in the 
British Museum. Later the French 
archaeologist Rassam further explored 
these mounds, but Mallowan was for- 
tunate in intuitively being led to ex- 
plore one mound where no previous 
excavators had broken ground. 


Professor Mallowan has come upon 
hundreds of coins, and an ivory palace, 
the walls of which were paneled with 
ivory, many of the panels still remain- 
ing—a perfect parallel to 1 Kings 22:39, 
where we read of the ivory house which 
Ahab built. 


Wine jars marked with 





Syrian measures of capacity were among 
the interesting things uncovered. A 
careful study of these will at last give 
us an accurate definition of a “homer” 
of seed. 


Growth in Israel.—The names of many 
ancient sites, some of them compara- 
tively obscure, are now reappearing in 
communications from Israel because of 
a quickening of life and activity in these 
areas. For example, Beersheba, which 
at the beginning of this century was 
réported as containing only 2,200 peo- 
ple, is today bursting with activity and 
witnessing such an influx of residents 
that some are predicting that within a 
few years Beersheba will have a popu- 
lation of 200,000. 





A recent issue of the Jewish Chron- 
icle contains an extended article en- 
titled “Background to Adullam.” I quote 
the first four paragraphs: 

“On entering the Zionist offices in 
London one would think that Brighton 
and Bournemouth ‘are now less popu- 
lar than Adullam. Everywhere there 
are maps displaying this enigmatic 
place, which appears to be’ part of 
South-Western Judea. A year ago 
hardly anybody knew its name. A short 
time ago the area was earmarked as a 
development region. Among the new 
settlements will be Kfar Aviezer in 
memory of Aviezer Sigmund Gestetner, 
the late President of the Jewish National 
Fund in England. 

“‘We need material on Adullam,’ 
said my colleague who has the difficult 
task of making this exotic-sounding 
word popular among British Jews; they 
are expected to contribute almost a mil- 
lion sterling towards this project within 
the next two years. ‘Couldn’t you let 
me have some background color?’ 

“*The place has been mentioned sev- 
eral times in the Bible,’ I reminded him, 
‘Judah, the son of Jacoh, went to Adul- 
lam to look for a wife. And then there 
is the cave to which David fled from 
Saul.’ 

“My friend’s face had fallen. He 
looked for an encyclopedia and read 
out: ‘Adullamites: As a political nitk- 
name, recorded as early as 1834, but 
made current in 1866 for a group of 
seceding Liberals; by 1870, any obstruc- 
tionists of their own party (I Samuel 
=u)” 

(I wish here to thank the editors of 
the London Jewish Chronicle for their 
generous and frequent permission to 
quote invaluable items that appear in 
their columns, not available in any other 
English journal.) ; 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Agriculture and Sheep-Raising in 
Ancient Engedi.—The Jewish Agency 
Digest reports that excavations on the 
site of the Biblical oasis Engedi on the 
shores of the Dead Sea have brought 
to light a-civilization dating back to at 
least 3000 .B.C., indicating that a thou- 
sand years before Abraham there were 
agriculturists and shepherds in this now 
desert area. These people grew wheat 
and barley, raised sheep and goats, and 
had a few oxen for transportation. 
Some were even able to work with 
copper. Indeed, says the dispatch, “There 
is every indication of the existence of 
an independent art on high level such 
as is not found later in Palestine.” 

Speaking of Engedi, I wonder how 
many of my readers were fortunate 
enough when in high school to be in- 
troduced to Sir Walter Scott’s “The 
Talisman,” with its vivid description of 
Engedi. 





The earliest Christian church in Israel 
uncovered to date has just been un- 
earthed at Shavei Zion on the Mediterra- 
nean coast south of Acre. This was built 
during the reign of the Roman emperor 
Constantine the Great in the fourth cen- 
tury, and measured 90 by 50 feet. It is 
filled with rich mosaics. 


Who Will Be the Next Pope?—I have 
always felt, that speculation about the 
possible future plans of a nation, about 
the next presidential candidate, what 
will occur in 1959 or 1960, etc., is just 
a waste of time. What we want are 
facts, or prophetic certainties. However, 
I should like in this one instance to 
depart from my usual rule of adhering 
to events taking place currently to set 
forth in summary form, the content of 
an article from a London newspaper, 
“Will the Next Pope Be a Russian?” by 
Hugh Delargy, a member of the Brit- 
ish Parliament. ; 

Mr. Delargy directs attention to the 
fact that on March 2, Pope Pius XII will 
celebrate his eighty-second birthday, 
and that it will not be long before the 
College of Cardinals will have to elect 
his successor. The College of Cardinals 


at full strength numbers seventy, but 


at the present time there are only fifty- 
seven members, of which fourteen are 
permanent residents in Rome, chief ad- 
visors to the Pope. It is hardly neces- 
sary to say that most of these are men 
of ability, learning, and personal power. 
While it has been more than four hun- 
dred vears since any non-Italian Pope 
was elected, and nearly six hundred 
years since anyone outside the College 
of Cardinals was ‘elected to the papal 
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office, it is still possible for a man who 
is not an Italian to be elected. 

Most of the Italian cardinals are 
eliminated in the consideration by rea- 
son of their advanced age, and of the 
younger men, only two are outstanding, 
Cardinals Lercaro and Siri. Mr. De- 
largy says that there are only two other 
prelates who will be considered, Arch- 
bishop Montini of Milan, who was of- 
fered the cardinal’s red hat in 1953 but 
declined it, and Cardinal Wyszinski of 
Warsaw, who, it is said, knows more 
about Communism than any other offi- 
cial in the Roman Catholic Church. 
But, says our author, “the foreigner 
to attract the widest support will be 
Cardinal Agagianian, who was born 
sixty-two years ago in what is now the 
Soviet republic of Georgia, not far from 
the birthplace of Joseph Stalin. He has 
a prodigious gift for language and a 
long residence in Rome. The major ob- 
stacle to his possible election is that he 
belongs to the Armenian rite, and not 
the Latin, and no Pope has ever been 
chosen outside the Latin observance. 
The Armenian rite allows priests to 
marry. Whatever the outcome, these 
are some interesting facts. 


Teaching Religion in  Israel.—The 
London Jewish Chronicle for November 
15, 1957, carries an article by its cor- 
respondent in Jerusalem, the famous 
journalist Dr. Golda Zimmerman, en- 
titled “Tradition Without Religion.” 
When the coalition government was 
formed, there was an understanding 
that in primary and secondary educa- 
tion the government would attempt to 
make the young Jewish students more 
keenly aware of the historical heritage 
of the modern Jew. This clause re- 
ceived very little attention* until this 
fall, when students returning from sum- 
mer vacation found that the subject of 
Jewish Religion had been added to their 
,curriculum. Many of them strongly re- 
Sented this action. Professor Prazer, 
head of the Pedagogical Council of the 
Ministry, made this frank statement: 
“Youth is not only non-religious—and 
we are not- interested in making them 
religious—but they have lost their 
knowledge of Jewish tradition.” 

Mr. Z. Tuchman, headmaster of Re- 
havia Gymnasium and Primary School 
(said to be the largest in Jerusalem and 
the finest in that country), says that he 
has fouhd no yearning for religion 
among the young people of his institu- 
tion, and that they have no interest in 
the history of their own people of the 
centuries past. The article concludes, 
“Many people have come to fear that 
Israel is fast turning into a nation of 
ignoramuses, and feels strongly that 
something has to be done.” 

In contrast to this apparent indiffer- 
ence to religion among young people 
of Israel, is the report of the fifth an- 
Qual Bible Conference held last spring, 
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sponsored by the Israel Society for Bib- 
lical Research. It is interesting to note 
that in this conference, the principal 
subjects considered did not relate to 
the Torah, but to the prophecies of Isa- 
iah, Jeremiah, Hosea, and Micah, and 
to predictions concerning Egypt, Baby- 
lon, and Moab. (I am trying to secure 
a detailed report of these discussions, 
and if this is made available to me, the 


data will be set forth in these columns.) - 


The publication, Christian News in 
Isrdel (issued regularly by the Israeli 
Government), states that there are now 
over one thousand teachers of Bible in 
Palestine, including three hundred Bib- 
lical scholars. Twenty works of re- 
search in all fields of Biblical scholar- 
ship are€ published annually in Israel, 


“Faith” but Not Faith—The quarterly 
journal, the American Scholar, autumn, 
1957, now in its twenty-sixth year, is 
devoted principally to a symposium .on 
“Faiths for a Complex World,” to which 
ten American writers and educators 
were asked to contribute. (Several men 
in England, France, and Italy were also 
asked to take part in this, but the in- 
vitations were declined.) The editorial 
begins with a statement of the proposi- 
tion: “What, in this tough and complex 
world of ours today, is a tenable faith 
that can bring sober sustenance to the 
many of us who are deeply troubled 
and perplexed by the various specters 
of the mid-twentieth century?” Only 
persons sixty years of age or older were 
approached. The careful reading of 
these fifty-five pages is a sad experience 
for* any Christian believer who knows 
what real faith is, and what it does. 


The last three essays but one are by 
Paul B. Sears (I am omitting titles), 
chairman of the Conservation Program. 
Yale University, and chairman of the 
Board of Directors and retiring presi- 
dent of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science; William 
Carlos Williams, poet, novelist, and physi- 
cian; and Melville Cane, lawyer, author, 
and poet. In these three testimonies 
there is not one word,about God, or 
Christ, or any religious conviction. Mr. 
Sears asserts that the faith of the sci- 
entist is that “there is a substantial or- 
der and consistency throughout the 
universe.” A second type of faith is “in 
man himself, the belief that the majority 
of mankind will tend to make a good 
choice of action if given the verifiable 
facts that are within comprehension”— 
and that is all the faith he has. 

Dr. Williams concludes his statement 
of faith with these words: “The gen- 
tleness and tenderness and insight and 
loyalty of women .. . keep me plug- 
ging.” A few platitudes summarize Mr. 
Cane’s contribution, among which is 
this, “To keep in sound physical condi- 
tion through proper exercise—walking, 
golfing, gardening—and thorough sensi- 
ble, and therefore enjoyable, choice of 
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food, drink, and tobacco”; or, if one 
‘wishes, “To summon fresh energies from 
untapped sources.” There is not even 
a hint that God exists in the faiths of 
these three men. 


The first article is by R. L. Duffus, 
gifted member of the editoria] staff of 
the New York Times and author of a 
number of volumes, who does not hesi- 
tate to say: “We stand at the absolute 
turning point in all human history. 
There has been nothing like this before. 
Prometheus has never before had this 
kind of fire to play’ with.” Our hope, 
according to Duffus, must be “that the 
genius in mankind that disassembled 
the atom can somehow manage to dis- 
sect the human soul and neutralize the 
evil that is in it.” His faith, “possibly 
a survival of the nineteenth century, is 
a belief in the purposefulness of the 
universe, a belief which I have seen 
unable to‘shake off. . . . Although I do 
not know what the purpose is or what 
force in the universe itself has a pur- 
pose, I do believe in a purpose in the 
universe.” He adds, “It is no age to 
go*out into the wilderness to worship 


*God”—by which I assume he himself 


would never turn to God for any hope. 

The well-known journalist of Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard, Henry Beetle Hough, 
simply states that he personally is not 
able “to hold out any bright prospects 
for the race of man.” While he does 
frequently acknowledge that “the Chris- 
tian ethic is completely satisfying,” he 
does not believe that there is any life 
after death, rather, “this is our only 
world and our only life.” His one ref- 
erence-to God in the comment, “This 
commitment is not taken under the awe 
of a distant and terrible God, or pur- 
sued to ecstacies of guilt and wrestling 
of conscience.” 

The brief article by Humayun Kabir, 
philosopher and educator, and at pres- 
ent India’s Minister of Civil Aviation, 
contains the frank declaration, “Our 
faith can no longer be based on reve- 
lation or mystery.” One contributor, 
Gerald W. Johnson, reviewer, journalist, 
and well-known historian, says that be 
was raised a Calvinist, and while he 
shows sOme acquaintance with Scrip- 
ture, I find no hint that he has faith in 
God or any love for Christ. 

Professor Howard Mumford Jones ot 
Harvard University, author of a num- 
ber of books, admits, “Like Franklin, I 
am prepared to worship God with any 
good man”; but, he continues, “the an- 
tagonisms of the churches, particularly 
of the various Christian sects seem to 
me the vainest of man’s many inven- 
tions.” He waxes eloquent over a 
statue of Buddha which has recently 
been placed in the central coyrt of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in Lon- 
don, and insists that he is a stoic, draw- 
ing help from the writings. of Goethe, 
Marcus Aurelius, and even the pessi- 
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mist Schopenhauer. While confessing 
that “the destruction threatening us has 
a Miltonic, an Apocalyptic, an Old Tes- 
tament grandeur,” he reveals no faith 
in God, or Christ, or the Bible. 

Miss Cid Sumner quotes three differ- 
ent passages from the Bible and says, 
“All truth and wisdom lie waiting ‘for 
us in the handed-down songs and say- 
ings of the ages and in the life of 
Christ.” é 

In my opinion, the most interesting 
discussion of all is that by Rene Fue- 
loep-Miller, author and professor of 
sociology. He is the most reverent of 
the writers in this series; yet, the best 
he can do is this: “The fall, the drama 
of Job’s ordeals, Christ’s parable of the 
lilies, the salt of the earth, the light of 
the world, the prince of darkness, the 
lived parable of the temptation in the 
desért, the majesty of the cross—all 
this expresses the very essence of shared 
human experience. My whole orienta- 
tion rests on this’ belief which enables 
me better to decipher the secret signs 
of the manifold happenings in my life, 
and to grasp more clearly what life did, 
to me and what T did with it.” Occa- 
sional reference is made to God, rev- 
erently, and to the Scriptures. Dr. 
Fueloep-Miller readily acknowledges 
that science cannot give us everything 
we need, and that “the Ten Command- 
ments and the Sermon on the Mount 
cannot be deduced from or replaced by 
scientific formula.” However, he puts 
all religions together, without. allotting 
any particular uniqueness to the Chris- 
tian faith: “From my studies of the 
history of thought I concluded that in 
all the great Eastern and Western cul- 
tures religious values express the es- 
sence of thousands of thousands of 
years of human insight and experience.” 
It is strange that the most religious of 
all these confessions had to be sub- 
mitted by one foreign-born. : 

In his article, Dr. Joseph Wood 
Krutch, Harvard professor and writer, 
poses the question, “Does God exist?” 
and immediately remarks, “Like many 
of my contemporaries I don’t like to 
bring in God”—and with that, God is 
dismissed here. 

To summarize: Not one of: these 
writers, professors, scholars, journalists, 
knows Jesus Christ as Saviour and Son 
of God; with one exception, none of them 
finds the Christian Scriptures the source 
of faith and hope—and ‘perhaps even 


this exception would find other re-- 


ligious books equally valuable for his 
own soul; and not one has any concept 
of Biblical hope, hope of a life to come, 
hope of a returning Lord, hope of a 
world some day made righteous by 
God’s power. There is no confession 
of sin, no hint that a Saviour is needed 
or that a judgment awaits mankind. 
After the fearful wars of their own 
half-century, with the accompanying 
tortures, brutalities, betrayals, and 
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slaughters; they still base their faith 
on man. Of course there are millions 
of people in this country who do have 
Biblical faith and Christian hope, and 
this symposium is not, I think, a fair 
representation of the American mind— 
but it probably does represent our in- 
tellectuals, most of whom, though not 
all, are without God and without hope 
in this world, and thus are of all men 
most miserable. 





Welfare and Alcoholic Fathers.—Mr,. 
Henry L. McCarthy, Commissioner of 
Welfare of New York City, in an inter- 
view on a CBS television program, said 
that ten thousand welfare families in 
that one city, costing the local govern- 
ment forty million dollars a year for 
food and shelter, can be traced to alco- 
holic fathers who were confined either 
to prison or mental institutions, or died 
prematurely. He estimated that there 
are now 300,000 alcoholics in New York 
City, and one out of every five is a 
woman, whereas a few years ago the 
ratio was one out of every twenty-five. 


Religious Values in America. — A 
friend has directed my attention to an 
article in the Cosmopolitan magazine 
for December, 1957, entitled “How Many 
Americans Really Believe in God?” 
Recognizing the fact that church mem- 
bership statistics are now at the peak 
in the history of our country, and that 
over three thousand new congregations 
were formed in the United States last 
year, with 775 million dollars being 
spent on church buildings in that period, 
some rather surprising and sobefing 
statistics are presented here, 

In one survey, while four-fifths of all 
adult Americans interrogated acknowl- 
edged the Bible to be the revealed Word 
of God, when asked to name the first 
four books of the New Testament, the 
four Gospels, only 35 per cent could 
name all four and 53 per cent could 
not name even one. In this same poll, 
in answer to the question, “Would you 
say that your religious beliefs have any 
effect on your ideas on politics and busi- 
ness?” 54 per cent replied in the nega- 
tive. 

A Gallup poll of a cross section of 
American adults asked, “Did you go to 
church or synagogue during the last 
seven days?” Of the 61 per cent who 
said they had not attended any divine 
service in that period of time, 67 per 
cent were Protestants. Dr. Benson Y. 
Landis, editor of the Year Book of 
American Churches and an expert on 
ecclesiastical statistics, told the author 
of the article, “Religious values have 
far less impact on American life “today 
than they had in 1900.” 

In a careful survey of a typical parish 
in New Orleans made by Father Joseph 
H. Fichter, it was found that of 10,946 
persons considered members of the par- 
ish church, 4,219 were for all practical 
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purposes “dormant,” that is, they did 
not attend church or contribute to the 
church, or send their children to re- 
ligious classes. Of the 6,727 persons 
whom Father Fichter believed were 
practicing Catholics, only 3,465 attended 
Mass with any degree of regularity. 


Gospel Distribution in Italy and South 
America.—The Rev. Stephen L. Testa, 
founder of the Messengers of Christ 
League, formed to advance the proc- 
lamation of the Gospel in Italy and 
South America, writes encouragingly of 
work in these countries: 

‘I relay to you an astounding item 
of good news which.we have just re- 
ceived from Italy and Brazil, two nomi- 
nally Catholic nations. In Italy our 
500 messengers have been distributing 
our Gospel letter-tract, ‘A Message from 
Jesus Christ to You,’ in the homes of 
the people. The priests of Rome have 
opposed this distribution in every way 
and warned the people _ repeatedly 
against it. Now they have changed 
their tactics. The bishop of Genoa, the 
birthplace of Columbus, has ordered his 
priests to give a copy of the Catholic 
New Testament to every home they 
visit in their annual ‘blessing of homes’ 
with their holy water. They tell the 
people to read this Catholic New Tes- 
tament and refuse and throw away any 
book given them by Protestants. 

“In Brazil the same thing has hap- 
pened. The Bishop has had printed one 
million copies of the Gospel of John 
and commanded priests, nuns, monks, 
and Catholic-Action workers to distrib- 
ute them in every home and tell peo- 
ple to read these and not the Gospels 
offered by Protestants. The people 
compare the two versions and see that 
they are the same, and readily accept 
the Word of God. Any way, Christ has 
gained the victory, for those enemies 
of the Bible who in times past burned 
Bibles and Bible-readers in _ public 
squares; today even the Pope recom- 
mends the daily reading of the Gospels. 
We have replied by distributing a tract 
with a picture of the Pope recommend- 
ing the daily reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” 


Flood Confirmation.—European papers 
have announced that the investigations 
of a French scientist, Mr. Charles Mar- 
tin, have helped to confirm the fact 
that at a remote historical period, an 
inundation overtook a large part of this 
earth. Mr. Martin says that radioactive 
carbon deposits in Europe and America 
show that the sea level over a vast 
area rose at a period which tallies with 
the time of the Flood. This research 
is connected with the study of the 
famous Carbon 14 scheme for determin- 
ing dates. 

w 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Lesson for January 26 


Train Your Children for Eternity 
(Continued from page 23) 


than for earth—for God rather than for 
man—he is the parent that will be 
called wise at the last, 


5. Train your child to a knowledge of 
the Bible. 


You cannot make your children love 
the Bible, I allow. None but the Holy 
Ghost can give us a heart to delight in 
the Word. But you can make your chil- 
dren acquainted with the Bible; and be 
sure they cannot be acquainted with 
that bléssed Book too soon or too well. 

A thorough knowledge of the Bible is 
the foundation of all clear views of re- 
ligion. He that is well-grounded in it 
will not, generally, be found a waverer, 
and carried about by every wind of new 
doctrine. Any system of training which 
does not make a knowledge of Scrip- 
ture the first thing, is unsafe and un- 
sound. 

You have need to be careful on this 
point just now, for the Devil is abroad 
and error abounds. Some are to be 
found among us who give the church 
the honor due to Jesus Christ. Some 


HILE many of your readers have 

subscribed for many more years 
than I, I have been receiving the Times 
since before I was converted, and it 
may very well be that your magazine 
played an important part in my con- 
version. 

I-was brought up in thorough unbe- 
lief. My parents considered themselves 
too enlightened for anything as “in- 
stinctive” and “primitive” as religion. 
Culture, good taste, kindness, integrity, 
and social responsibility were taught to 
us, but as for religion, we were told, 
“Man made God in his own image.” At 
the ages of fourteen and ten my brother 
and I concluded that there was no God. 
From what we knew about Jesus, it 
Seemed that He was a good man, but 
the fact that He was crucified argued 
,more than ever that there could be no 


By the time I was thirty, both my 
Parents had died, my brother was an 
alcoholic, and I was in such a mess that 
life was not even worth living. About 
this time a little old lady, who had 
been a friend of my grandmother, began 
sending me her old copies of THE SuN- 
MAY ScHooL Times. I was really dis- 
gusted with such drivel! But the 
thought of a bedridden, stone deaf, lit- 
tle old lady over ninety going to such 
ttouble for me, whom she knew only 
lightly, touched my heart. I could not 
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are to be found who make the sacra- 
ments saviors and passports to eternal 
life. And some are to be found, in like 
manner, who honor a Catechism more 
than the Bible; or fill the minds of their 
children with miserable little story- 
books, instead of the Scripture of truth. 
But if you love your children, let the 
simple Bible be everything in the train- 
ing of their souls; and let all other 
books go down and take the second 
place. bd 

Care not so much for their being 
mighty in the Catechism as for their 
being mighty in the Scriptures. This is 
the training—believe me—that God will 
honor. The psalmist says of Him, “Thou 
hast magnified thy word above all thy 
name” (Psa. 138:2); and I think that He 
gives a special blessing to all who try 
to magnify it among men. 





The third article in Dr. Ryle’s 
series, “How Should a Child Be 
Trained?” will be omitted from 
next week’s SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs, 
but will be published‘in the Jan- 
uary 25 issue. 











What the Times Has Meant to Me 


How it first infuriated me then later became a blessing 


By MARY LOU OSMAN 


scorn such a gift. So I made myself 
read at least one article in each issue 
(like eating .a little of everything 
whether you like it or not). I certainly 
didn’t like it. I was literally nauseated, 
often infuriated, and I remember throw- 
ing one paper across the room. Surely, 
“the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 
2:14). 

In the winter of 1950, I was living in 
a tiny community on the Great Plains, 
pretty much despised by everyone, and 
thoroughly despised by myself for hav- 
ing divorced my husband, the father of 
my two little boys, in favor of his 
brother. 

The turning point came when I was 
spending the evening in a poolroom. 
There are many dirty taverns and pool- 
rooms in the Midwest, but I think this 
was the dirtiest. I was in the company 
of a juvenile delinquent, a girl of fifteen, 
whom I had hopes of reforming, and 
there were about five other persons, 
men, there besides the two of us. As 
the beer flowed, so did the self-pity. 
Poor misunderstood creatures, they 
thought themselves. The whole atmos- 
phere was one of such utter misery and 
hopelessness that it was -unbearable. 

Quite suddenly it came, to me that 
this was simply not how things were 
meant to be in this world. I heard a 
voice—my own—saying, “You should all 
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be ashamed of yourselves. You are act- 
ing as though no one loved you. That 
isn't so. Someone loved you so much 
that He died for you about two thou- 
sand years ago.” Then I stopped 
with an overwhelming sense of my own 
wretched state. I don’t remember ever 
having any contact with the Gospel be- 
fore that. I thought I had rejected 
everything I had forced myself to read 
in your paper. But I knew Who I was 
talking about, and I knew that if anyone 
had asked me, I could not have uttered 

His name, for I was not worthy to’ speak 

it. I wanted to get away, to get home, 

and to think about this—and to get 
cleaned up. 

But it was not that easy. At my 
elbow was the town derelict, an alco- 
holic, so dissipated that he addresses 
everyone by his own name. He was 
rasping in a shaky whisper, “I’m glad you 
said that, Jim, because it’s so true. Let’s 
talk some more, Jim.” 

I felt like saying, “Don’t you know I 
can’t? I am no better than the rest of 
you.” 

Shortly after that I tried to read the 
Bible, but Genesis was very discourag- 
ing. So I got Fulton Oursler’s “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told”! and read 
that. I was amazed at the story. I 
thought, “Where does he get this stuff?” 
By that time I knew enough to start 
with the New Testament. When I fin- 
ished the Book of Matthew I was con- 
vinced. This was true! God is! He 
knows me! He cares! He sent His Son! 
My, after thirty years of darkness it 
was a soul-shaking thing to stand in 
this Light. 

I wish I could say that I was trans- 
formed overnight. I wasn’t. It, was 
seven months before I heard the Gospel 
preached in a church, although I at- 
tended different churches quite regularly, 
and spent much time ing to a min- 
ister, who had nothing at all to say 
about religion, or the Lord Jesus. But 
if I wasn’t transformed, the world was! 
Everything was new. Everyone was 
new. I witnessed because I couldn’t 
help myself. I simply told people, “I 
didn’t used to believe in God or the 
Bible, but now I do.” If they saw only 
the old sins that were so obvious, the 
years, and the Lord, have vindicated 
my testimony by healing my sin-sick 
soul and removing them. 

On Easter, 1951, I was baptized, and in 
the next two years I read the Bible 
through, as well as Moffatt’s Translation 
of the New Testament. 

My dear little old saint went to be 
with the Lord before I was converted. 
But I will see her some day, and she 
will know that her faithful witnessing 


cmagippnss 

1Fulton Oursler was originally a Baptist, 
then went off into unbelief, and later em- 
braced Catholicism. His books, although 
very popular, cannot be recommended as 
sound in Christian teaching. 


(Continued on page 35) 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 26. ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH 
Acts 6:1-7; 20:16-38; Romans 12:3-8; 1 Timothy 3; 5:17-22; printed text, Romans 12:3-8; 1 Timothy 3:1-10 


Golden Text.—Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, 
to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.—Acts 20:28 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 

Rom, 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to 
every man that is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, accord- 
ing as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office: P 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another, 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that 
is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according 
to the proportion of faith; 

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 
teacheth, on teaching; 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, 
let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; 
he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

1 Tim. 3:1 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office 
of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


sonne] Director of the church has pub- 


2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one 
wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, 
apt to teach; 

3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; 
but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 

4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children 
in subjection with all gravity; 

5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of God?) 

6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. , 

7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which 


“are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the 


devil. 

8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, 
not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; 

9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 

10 And let these also first be proved; then let them use 
the office of a deacon, being found blameless. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessens; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


prophecy ... the proportion of faith.” 





By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


Approach to the Lesson 

OST organizations of any size 
M and efficiency have their per- 

sonnel offices. A director of per- 
sonnel is a very important officer in any 
firm or institution. Not only must he 
determine the general fitness of an ap- 
plicant for employment with his com- 
pany but he must also discover the 
special aptifudes of the applicant, to 
determine where he would render the 
best service. If his preference and abil- 
ities do not match, the personnel direc- 
tor will steer him in the direction of 
his talents rather than in the direction 
of his wishes. 

Now it is no sin for a Christian to de- 
sire office in the church, provided his 
aim is really to serve God and not to 
exalt himself. But it is not his pre- 
rogative to say what office he will hold. 
He should apply to the personnel di- 
rector, the Lord Himself, discover what 
gift has been bestowed upon Him for 
the service of the church, and willingly 
serve where that gift would be most in 
operation. 

We must not forget, however, that 
more than aptitudes are involved in the 
work of the church of Christ. Even 
more important than ability is charac- 
ter. In other words, the qualifications 
are moral and spiritual as well as in- 
tellectual and social. The great Per- 


lished these moral and spiritual quali- 
fications for the guidance of His people. 
If we ignore them, we invite disaster; 
but if we are guided by them, it will 
be for the health of the whole church. 
This week’s lesson presents this whole 
question of qualifications, on both apti- 
tude and character sides. It is there- 
fore one of the most important lessons 
in the field of ecclesiastical operation. 


Verse by Verse 

Rom. 12:3.—“. . . the grace given unto 
me... not to think .. . more highly 
than he ought . . . think soberly . 
the measure of faith.” Here is a play 
on the word phronein (to think) and 
two compounds, huperphronein (to 
overthink) and sophronein (to be ra- 
tional or to think soberly. Thinking 
is a moral act in which we are to avoid 
high-mindedness and cultivate sobriety. 


Verse 4.—“. . . many members in one 
bedy . . . not the same office.” Keep in 
mind both the number and diversity of 
the members and the unity of the body. 
“Office” might better be rendered “func- 
tion” here. 

Verse 5.—“. .. one body in Christ... 
members one of another.” The compari- 
son of a social community to a body 
is not confined to the Bible, but here 
it rises to its fullest meaning. Being 
fellow members of the one body makes 
us members of each other, 


Verse 6—“. . . gifts... grace... 


The “grace” given to Paul was apostolic 
authority (v. 3). The “grace” given to 
us is the bestowal of a gift of ministry. 
There are quite a few references to the 
gift of prophecy in the early church 
(e.g., 1 Cor. 13:2), but with the comple- 
tion of the New Testament Scriptures 
it would seem to be less needed, and 
was largely withdrawn. 

Verse 7.—“. . . ministry . . . teaching.” 
“Ministry” is a general term, ‘covering 
any type of service in the church. It 
is related to “deacon.” There is noth- 
ing in the original to parallel “let us 
wait on,” but something must be sup- 
plied, and the A.S.V. suggests, “let us 
give ourselves to our ministry.” What- 
ever we add must also be understood 
with respect to teaching. 

Verse 8.—“. . . exhortation .. . sim- 
plicity. . . diligence . . . cheerfulness.” 
The reference to exhorting should be 
a part of verse 7, as it carries the same 
incomplete construction. The giving, 
the ruling, the showing mercy are qual- 
ified by adverbial phrases. The word 
translated “cheerfulness” gives us “hi- 
larity.” Compare 2 Corinthians 9:7. 

1 Tim. 3:1.—“. . _ the office of a bishop 

. @ good work.” “Bishop” signifies 
“overseer.” 

Verse 2.—“, . . blameless, the husband 
of one wife... sober . . . apt to teach.” 
“Husband of one wife” means not a 
bigamist. “Sober” means “abstaining 
from wine, either entirely, or at least 
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Lesson for January 26 


from its immoderate use” (Thayer). 
Chaucer says of the parson in “Canter- 
bury Tales,” “And gladly would he 
learn, and gladly teach.” So here, 

Verse 3—“Not given to wine... 
filthy lucre . . not covetous.” The 
A.S.V. has “no brawler” for “not given 
to wine.” The word describes one who 
sits long beside his wine. “Filthy lucre” 
refers to money. See 1 Timothy 6:10. 

Verse 4.—“. . . ruleth well his own 
house...” The old proverb that “cob- 
blers’ bairns are worst shod” must not 
hold with respect to the children of 
elders of the church. 

Verse 5.—“, . . his own house... 
the church of God?” Undisciplined 
children are a proof that a man is not 
qualified to oversee the flock of God. 

Verse 6.—“Not a novice, lest . . . he 
fall...” Pride was the Devil’s down- 
fall, and it has been the downfall of 
many a young Christian too hastily cata- 
pulted to a place of leadership. 

Verse 7.—“. _. gOod report...” See 
1 Corinthians 10:32; Colossians 4:5; 1 
Thessalonians 4:12. The public testi- 
mony of a church Officer is a matter of 
highest importance. 

Verse 8.—“. . . the deacons , .., grave, 
not doubletongued ... not greedy of 
filthy lucre.” For “grave” read “hon- 
ourable” (see Phil. 4:8). “Not given 
to much wine” refers here to the men- 
tal attitude which induces intemper- 
ance. “Not greedy of filthy lucre” is 
a different expression from verse 3, and 
refers to grasping shameful gains. 

Verse 9—“. . . @ pure conscience.” 
“The faith” is the body of truth which 
is to be held sincerely—not using ortho- 
dox words with heterodox meaning. 

Verse 10.—“, . . let these also first be 
proved .. .” Untried men have no right 
to hold office in the church, but only 
those whose fidelity has been proved. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“By grace are ye saved through faith,” 
says the Apostle Paul in his Letter to 
the Ephesians (2:8). This is not only 
true of our accomplished salvation, 
which enables us to say, “I am saved,” 
but it is equally true of the progressive 
aspect of our salvation. Every step on- 
ward to perfection is by grace, through 
faith, The same holds good with re- 
spect to our place of service and the 
service we render. It is all by grace, 
through faith. In our lesson Paul speaks 
of the grace given him (Rom. 12:3) 
and of the grace given us (v. 6), in 
both places with reference to ministry 
committed to him and to us. In the 
same relation he speaks of the “measure 
of faith” given to each man (v. 3), 
and of the “proportion of faith” which 
determines the ministry (v. 6). " 

Exactly these are’ the two principles 
which rule out boasting. Grace oper- 
ates in the presence of need, helpless- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


3. January 19.—Fellowship of the 
Church. Acts 2:42-47; Romans 15: 
1-9; Ephesians 4:17-32; Philippians 1:3-11 
Next Week's Lesson 
5. February 2.—Privileges of Church 
Membership. Luke 4:14-21; 2 


Corinthians 9:6-8; Galatians 6:1-5; 
Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:23-25; 1 Peter 2:9, 10 








ness, unworthiness, while even our faith 
is not a meritorious practice on our 
part, but a gift from God (v. 3). High- 
mindedness, then, is completely out of 
place in the Christian chureh. We are 
all members of the one body of Christ, 
each of us fulfilling his own particular 
function in that body. Now the mem- 
bers of our physical body do not con- 
tend for pre-eminence, the one regard- 
ing itself as superior to the other. They 
all simply fulfill their several functions, 
so contributing to the total life and 
welfare of the body. So it must be in 
the church. Each one of us should dis- 
cover his particular task as a member 
of the body, and give himself whole- 
heartedly to the accomplishing of that 
ministry, without thought of its rela- 
tive dignity and importance. 

Even places of leadership are not for 
self-glorification, but lay heavy respon- 
sibilities on those called to fill them, 
and for that reason the qualifications 
are exacting. When the high offices of 
the church are occupied by men who 
lack the spiritual qualifications, disas- 
ter follows for the whole church. The 
Holy Spirit has given us, through the 
Apostle Paul, clear directions in this 
matter of electing bishops and deacons. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
O WHAT aspect of grace does Paul 
refer in Romans 12:3, 6? 

2. Under what figure is the church 
presented in our Romans passage? 

3. To what does Paul liken the various 
ministries in the church? 

4. When was the gift of prophecy most 
necessary in the church? 

5. What two church activities are con- 
nected with “hilarity”? 

6. What is the basic meaning of the 
word “bishop”? 

7. Does the term “husband of one 
wife” forbid a bishop or elder to re- 
marry if he is widowed? 

.8. What domestic qualification is re- 
quired of a bishop? 

9. What is the danger of promoting a 
very young Christian to high office in 
the church? 

10. How should a church officer be 
regarded in the community? 


(Answers on page 35) 
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Note some of the requisites for church 
leadership: 

1. An irreproachable character, recog- 
nized both by the church and by the 


. community (1 Tim. 3:2, 7, 10). 


2. A ‘domestic situation above ques- 
tion—no irregular marital relation and 
no failure in home discipline (vs. 2, 4, 5). 

3. Controlled appetite, not giving way’ 
to such indulgences as may become 
cravings (vs. 2, 3, 8). 

4. Freedom from a mercenary spirit 
(vs. 3, 8). 

5. Even temper (v. 3). 

6. Proved men (vs, 6, 10). 

If every church election were con- 
ducted in’the light of these require- 
ments, our churches would be in a much 
healthier state. Better two or three such 
elders than a dozen lacking these quali- 
fications. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Relation of members in the church 
(Rom. 12:3-5) 

2. Bestowal of gifts on the church (vs. 
6-8) 

3. Qualifications of officers for the 
church (1 Tim. 4:1-10) 


Topics for Development 

Gifts and Functions. The function of 
the eye is to see, of the ear to hear, 
of the vocal organs to speak. Each is 
built to fulfill its own function, and 
they are incapable of doing each other’s 
work. The ear cannot see; the vocal 
chords cannot hear. Suppose the eye 
were not endowed with the gift of sight. 
Then it could not convey to the brain 
the knowledge of the form, size, and 
color of things around, and the whole 
body would be dark. Or suppose the 
ear decided to take over the functions 
of the vocal chords! Our friends would 
listen in vain for the expected rendi- 
tion of the great arias. Gifts and func- 
tions must agree. 

The world has recognized this in- 
ciple, and puts it into operation. That 
is why aptitude tests are so common. 
They are an attempt to match gift to 
function and function to gift. A man 
may have great gifts of salesmanship 
but have no talent for office manage- 
ment. Then train him for selling, and 
put him to work in that field. 

More recognition of this principle in 
the church would greatly help forward 
the work of the Gospel. How often are 
we plagued with misfits—in the pulpit, 
on the board, in the Sunday school 
class! Our difficulty is that we do the 
appointing, often with little or no ref- 
erence to the Holy Spirit. If we really 
waited on Him and allowed Him to 
make the appointments, He would fit 
the gifts to the functions, and the work 
would prosper under His direction and 
blessing. 





30 (10) * 


Practical Applications 

Keep your thinking on the level, espe- 
cially when your thoughts are about 
yourself. 

Do not boast until you have something 
which is independent of grace or faith. 

Whatever your task in the church, 
accomplish it as a functioning member, 
not as an aspirant for fame. 

It is better to leave an office vacant 
than to fill it with an unfit man. 

Your public life, your home life, and 
your church life should be all of a 
piece. 


Golden Text 


Acts 20: 28.—“*Take heed ... unto youre 
selves, and to all the flock ... , the Holy 
Ghost hath enade you overseers .. .” 
Those who would take care of the 
church must first take heed unto them- 
selves. If they do not keep the vine- 
yard of their own soul, how can they 
tend the vineyard of the church? If 
they do not themselves feed on the good 
Word of God, how can they nourish 
others? This is one place where one 
must care for himself first. 

ELMuuvrsrT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNS 
“Come, Ye That Love the Lord” 
“Just As I Am, Thine Own To Be” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
every good we have received from the 
example and teaching of faithful Chris- 
tians. Make us also to be Christians 
whose example others may safely fol- 
low. Forgive us for our failures and 
lift us to a consistent and faithful Chris- 
tian life. Bless and use Thy Word 
taught here and elsewhere today, both 
to win souls, to Christ ,and to make 
Christians more Christlike. Be merci- 
ful to the sick and all in any trouble. 
Guide the leaders of the nations into 
ways of right and peace. Bring soon 
the promjsed reign of Christ on earth. 
Keep us from every evil way and guide 
us into Thy purpose for our lives, 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son and our 
Saviour. Amen. - 


After the Lesson.—It is no light thing 
to be a Christian leader, but it is a great 
privilege. Every young Christian should 
purpose and pray 

To be the best that I can be 

For truth, and righteousness and Thee. 

—Marianne Hearn. 
In this lesson Paul says, “If a man de- 
sire the office of a bishop, he desireth 
a good work.” “Bishop” here means 
“pastor or minister.” Paul goes on to 


tell the sort of person a minister should 
be. Then he talks of deacons and says 
they, too, must be good and faithful 
Christians. 


The Christian church needs 
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leaders whose example is safe to fol- 
low. That is why in the Golden Text 
Paul tells leaders of the Ephesian 
church to take heed to themselves as 
well as to the flock or congregation they 
serve. Christian leaders must first live 
as good Christians themselves. 

If you would like some day to be a 
pastor or missionary, a Sunday school 
teacher or a deacon, begin to take heed 
to yourself. Start now to be a Chris- 
tian of the best sort. In time you may 
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become a Christian worker and then 
you will need to care both for your own 
soul and the souls of others. In the 
poem, “‘The Deserted Village,” there is 
a lovely description of the village 
preacher of an earlier day. 

He watched and wept, he prayed and 


felt for all; 

And, as a bird each fond endearment 
tries, 

To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the 
skies, 

He tried each art, 
delay, 

Allured to brighter worlds, and led the 
way. 


reproved each dull 


—Oliver Goldsmith. 
If we would win others to Christ and 
point them to Heaven, we must do more 
than tell them the way. We must lead 
the way ourselves. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“For I say, ... to every man... 
not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think ,. .” (Rom. 12:3). 
—It is so easy for us to entertain very 
high thoughts of ourselves, and to make 
vain and arrogant remarks about our 
abilities, even on the platform, 

If a certainepublic speaker had been 
able to hear what one listener whis- 
pered to another while he was speak- 
ing, he would have realized how dis- 
tasteful his self-exaltation was to his 
audience; for this is what the whisperer 
said: “O for a pin with which to burst 
that speaker’s balloon of conceit!” 

“There is a play on the words which 
can only be clumsily conveyed in an- 
other language; not to be highminded 
above that which he ought to be minded, 
but to be so minded as to be sober 
minded” (Alford). Excessive self-de- 
preciation is to be avoided as well as 
excessive self-praise, 

“ .. we have many members in one 
body ...so we... are one body in 
Christ .. .” (Rom. 12:4, 5).—Our bodies 
have many members—eyes, ears, lips, 
hands, and so forth—and each member 
has a different function to perform; yet 
the many members form one unity— 
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one body! So, the many believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, although possess- 
ing different gifts, comprise one body. 
What a joy it is to God and man when 
all the members co-ordinate! (Col. 2:5.) 

I am thinking of a person whom I 
have known for over twenty years. In 
all that time she has been wheeled to 
services in a perambulator. She must 
be cared for like an infant. She is a 
spastic case. The members of her body 
do not co-ordinate. An organism with- 
out proper organization! 

We are so accustomed to seeing proper 
co-ordination in human bodies that it 
requires the sight of such a case as just 
mentioned to shock us into a realization 
of how pitiable it is when Christians 
do not co-ordinate in the body. We are 
exhorted to “stand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). 
See also Ephesians 4:16. 

“ . . gifts differing according to the 
grace that is given to us...” (Rom. 
12:6).—Each believer has been given 
something (Eph, 4:7) which he is re- 
sponsible and privileged to use for the 
benefit of all. Seven different gifts are 
mentioned in verses 6 through 8: 

(1) Prophecy—speaking unto “edifi- 

cation, and exhortation, and comfort” (1 
Cor. 14:3). (2) Ministry—aiding, serv- 
ing, relieving (Heb, 6:10). (3) Teach- 
ing—expounding the Scriptures (Acts 
18:11). (4) Exhorting—beseeching, en- 
treating, comforting (Heb. 10:25). Some- 
one has said, “Prophesying is charac- 
terized by the word inspiring; teaching 
by the word instructive; exhorting by 
the word arousing. Prophecy speaks to 
the imagination; teaching, to the intel- 
lect; exhorting, to the emotions.” (5) 
Giving—sharing, imparting (Jas. 2:16; 
Eph. 4:28). (6) Ruling—maintaining, 
presiding (1 Thess. 5:12; cf. 1 Tim. 5: 
17). (7) Showing mercy—to be compas- 
sionate (Luke 10:33-37). 
‘ The underlying thought in these 
verses is that each Christian may know 
and fill his niche in the body of Christ, 
and wholeheartedly do that which he is 
fitted to do. John Oxenham poetically 
said: 

Is your place a small place? 

Tend it with care! He set you there. 

Is your place a large place? 

Guard it with care! He set you there. 

Whate’er your place, it is 

Not yours alone, but His, who set you 
there. 

“If a man desire the office of a bishop 
.-.” (1 Tim. 3:1).—From this verse it ap- 
pears that some of the believers in 
Ephesus were eager to become bishops. 
And the apostle assures them they are 
desiring ‘a good work; but certain quali- 
fications are essential for such work. 

Someone asked Bishop Crowther (the 
first Negro bishop) a question—and an- 
swered it. It was this text, “If a man 
desire the office of a bishop, what saith 
the Word of God that he desireth? A 
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Lesson for January 26 


large income? A palace? to be called 
‘my lord’? No! He desireth a good 
work, Work for Christ is the true honor 
of the bishop.” 


. the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers ...” (Acts 20:28).—The sev- 
enteenth verse of this chapter enlightens 
us as to whom the apostle was speaking: 
“the elders of the church.” So,. the 
“elders” were made “overseers,” © or 
“bishops” (the same word in the orig- 
inal) by the Holy Ghost, “to feed the 
church of God.” , 


“Likewise must the deacons be grave 

..” (1 Tim. 3:8).—The word translated 
“deacons” means “servants.” They were 
servants of the temporal things of the 
church: of “tables,” of the needs of the 
poor, and of the administrations of the 
funds of the church. See Acts 6; Rom. 
16:1, 2; 1 Cor. 16:1-3, 

The deacon who said, “It is all very 
well to talk about the cattle on a thou- 
sand hills being the Lord’s, but the fact 
is, someone must get them together and 
drive them to market before they can 
be of much service to the Lord’s cause,” 
had a very good idea of a deacon’s 
work! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one verse of 

Scripture in our lesson text today 
that may profitably take up the time, 
because it deals with a concealed pit- 
fall that might easily be the undoing 
of any of us. It is this: “For I say 

. to every man... not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according 
as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). “And 
let us connect it with Proverbs 26:12: 
“Seest thou a man wise in his own con- 
ceit? there is more hope of a fool than 
of him.” Conceit is like an ingrowing 
toenail. Sooner or later it will give you 
trouble. You cannot afford to look down 
your nose at anyone, no matter how 
dumb they seem to be; they may sur- 
prise you. When we think highly of 
ourselves, it is usually in comparison 
with some other fellow who is “not so 
bright.” 

Away back in my school days I dis- 
tinctly remember a boy who was the 
butt of ridicule for ¢he whole school, 
He was a Jew, the only one of that race 
attending the school. His widowed 
mother kept a millinery shop, and Israel 
(for that was his name) was her only 
child. The boys nicknamed him Giz4 
zard and called him “Giz” for short. He 
Was apparently a luckless, awkward 


kind of fellow, but he was studious and 
made good grades, which did not get 
him any popularity, except with the 
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teacher. A fellow’s inability to gear in 
on the playground often fixes his status 
with his schoolmates, and so it was with 
Giz. He was not allowed to gear in, but 
they did not fail to gibe him and call 
him a sheeny. When Giz had leisure 
time in the schoolroom he would be 
drawing curious looking patterns on his 
slate. (We used slates in those days, 
not pads.) 

A few years later when Giz was six- 


teen and had finished at that school, the: 


leading drygoods merchant of our town 
began to attract attention by his very 
unusual advertisements in the town 
paper. Along with skillfully drawn 
dress patterns and other garments there 
was a most amazing flow of descriptive 
language. People looked for those ads 
as eagerly as they looked for the news. 
To our astonishment we learned that 
Giz was both the author and the artist. 
Sometimes he would break put in 
poetry, lines of cleverness and auty. 
He drew upon the classics, upon music 
and art, upon science and history, upon 
romance and comedy, culling the most 
ornate and extravagant descriptive ad- 
jectives to set forth the excellence, the 
taste, the style, the utter indispensabil- 
ity of the goods that were for sale on 
his employer's shelves. 

Genius like that could not remain hid- 
den in a small town. Next thing we 
knew, Giz was at the head of the adver- 
tising department of one of New York’s 
largest department stores. At the age 
of twenty-one he could have bought out 
any store in his home town. How do 
you suppose we fellows about ,the same 
age felt, trying to hold or to get a job 
at $15 a week? 

The last part of our verse cautions us 
to, think of ourselves “soberly, accord- 
ing as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.” Soberness and humil- 
ity usually accompany greatness. I 
cannot think of any truly great man 
used of God who did not approach his 
career through the valley of humiliation 
in some form. There was Moses, re- 
garded as the greatest character in the 
Old Testament, a fugitive for his life, 
from his high estate in Egypt and kept 
forty years in the desert before going 
out on his crusade to free his people 
from the yoke of Pharaoh, 

The Lord humiliated Gideon by re- 
ducing his army from 32,000 to 300, thus 
bringing him to complete dependence 
upon God in driving the Midianites out 
of Israel. He struck David down to the 
level of a ewe-lamb-robber and mur- 
derer before David could write that 
wonderful 5ist Psalm from the depths 
cf a contrite heart. 
in the belly of a whale for three days 
and nights before Jonah was fit to carry 
God's message to Nineveh. He sent poor 
sinning Peter out, after craven denial 
of his Lord, to weep bitter tears of re- 
pentance before Peter could preach the 
great sermon of Pentecost. He struck 
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Syrian 
plain proud Saul of Tarsus before he 
could became Paul the great apostle.» 

And if we could know intimately the 
life stories of the great stalwarts of the 


down with blindness on the 


faith, ightily used of God, down 
through the ages even to the present 
day, we would doubtless find that they 
had gone through some deep humiliat- 
ing experience before becoming usable 
in -God’s great plan for their lives. This 
is God’s rule of conduct; you cannot 
escape it. Jesus said, ‘ . for every 
one that exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted” (Luke 18:14). 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 


; By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL begin with the story, 

“The Enemy Guest.” Thank you, 
Joanie. Now let us learn Ephesians 
4:32: “Be ye kind one to another, ten- 
derhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” “How many quarrels would there 
be among church members if all of 
them obeyed this verse? (None.) You 
are about right! 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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A Good Dinner 


for Once! 


“One day we went to a village 
where we reached many persons and 
whole families with the Gospel,” 
writes our missionary Emanuel from 
Greece. “Among them was the family 
of George Kaligiannis. He, his wife, 
his mother-in-law and their 7 children 
—all under 12 years old—live in a 
one-room wooden hut. He suffers 
from paralysis and his mother-in-law 
is in bed with rheumatism. Words 
can hardly describe the conditions 
under which they live. But they had 
an open heart for the Gospel. My 
heart ached as I heard how often 
these little ones went to bed without 
their customary meal of brown bread 
and olives. My wife went out and 
came back with a bag full of gro- 
ceries. I wish you could have seen the 
joy on the children’s faces as their 
mother began to take out the things 
one by one. Im half an hour they 
crowded round the table for a de- 
licious dinner which was prefaced by 
a hearty prayer of thanksgiving. Let’s 
pray that God will help them to sur- 
render their hearts wholly to Him.” 


Haven't you often wished you could 
do that — spread a table for those in 
need? It is such a joy to watch the 
delight in little children’s eyes when 
you provide a feast for their empty 
stomachs. At this season of joy and 
feasting here in America, let us add 
‘to our joys by sharing with others 
the bounties which God has provided 
for us. For only $1 you can give 
22 pounds of food to a needy family. 
But spiritual food is a real necessity, 
too. $10 will provide 40 New Testa- 
ments with which to bring the Bread 
of Life to the spiritually hungry in 
Greece. Christ fed men with both 
material and spiritual food. To us He 
says, "Feed my sheep.” You may 
send your gifts through the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev, Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. S, 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario.) . 
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How many of you attended a Bible 
camp last summer? Good. I hope you 
can all go next summer. Bible camp 
is a lot of fun, and it is a place where 
everyone can get a blessing; but it takes 
a great deal of work, as well as prayer, 
to get one organized. Many different 
kinds of workers are needed. See how 
many you can name. (Bible teachers, 
speakers, recreation leaders, cooks.) You 
have named some very important ones. 
There also has to be someone to choose 
a good place for the camp to be held. 
Sometimes he has to look over several 
possible camp sites before finding a 
suitable one. Someone has to see that 
the grounds are ready, that the elec- 
tricity, water system, and plumbing are 
in working order, and that the cook- 
stoves behave. Invitations have to be 
sent out, and many other things at- 
tended to. If it proves a successful 
camp, there will be souls saved, and 
worldly Christians will be stirred up 
to follow the Lord. 

The work of the church is more com- 
plicated than that involved in setting 
up a summer camp. God has put dif- 
ferent kinds of workers into His church. 
The church fails if members shirk their 
parts. If each one does the: job com- 
mitted to him, the Lord’s work will go 
forward, 

Read Romans 12:3 to see what Chris- 
tians are asked to do. (Think soberly.) 
Yes. That means we are to think seri- 
ously about life, and not to think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought to 
think. How proud should we be of our- 
selves? (Not proud at all.) Right. We 
are just sinners saved by grace. If we 
are clever in any way, we did not make 
ourselves so! What abilities we have 
were given to us by God to use for His 
glory. Now’ we will read verses 4-8 
and list the gifts or abilities mentioned 
there: prophecy, ministry, teaching, ex- 
horting, giving, ruling, showing mercy. 

All of us have at least one of these 
gifts, that of giving. There are peo- 
ple in the world who are so poor that 
they have nothing to give. We can 
thank God that we have the ability to 
give. Verse 8 tells how we should give. 
(With simplicity.) Right. We should 
not say boastfully, “Look how much 
I’m. giving!” but just quietly drop our 
gifts into the basket. 

Most of us have opportunities for 
showing mercy, that is kindness to those 
who have been unkind to us. How 
should we do this? (With cheerful- 
ness.) That means to do it pleasantly, 
not grudgingly. If everyone in the 
church used these two gifts freely, it 
would help so much. I am sure many 
of you have the gift of teaching, and 
that some day you will use that ability 
to teach in Sunday school. 

Now turn to 1 Timothy 3:1-10. Here 
we learn what sort of man is fit to hold 
office as a bishop or elder, that is to be 
a spiritual leader of the church. We 
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must know what God’s qualifications 
are, so that we will never help elect 
someone of whom the Lord would not 
approve. Let us read these verses 
around the class. 

Someone has listed the qualifications 
of a bishop under four words which, 
put together, make an acrostic. I will 
write these on the board so you can 
see them. Look at the verses we just 
read and see if you can put the right 
reference after each word. 

C haracter (vs, 2, 3) 
A bility (vs. 4, 5) 

R eputation (v. 7) 
E xperience 

I guess I should help you with the last 
one. “Not a novice,” means, “not an 
inexperienced person” (v. 6). Yes, and 
the words, “Let these also first be 
proved” ,means that a man who wants 
to be a spiritual leader must have had 
enough experience to prove that he has 
the character, ability, and reputation 
which God says are necessary (v. 10). 

Do you see that the first letters of 
these words are arranged to spell 
“c-a-r-e”? The leaders of the church 
must care enough about the church to 
see that it is going forward, they must 
be concerned about every member, and 
they must care most of all that Christ, 
the Head of the Church, is glorified, 

But each member should care about 
these same things. The Lord cares for 
us tenderly. How much do we who are 
saved care for Him and for the church 
into which He has brought us? 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a ‘dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $l, 
postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Leaders in Our Church (Acts 20:16-18, 28, 34-385 


ICTURES: a garden or field of grow- 

ing crops, a church building, a flock 
of sheep with their shepherd(s), Over 
and over the Bible uses everyday things 
that we can see to teach us about spir- 
itual things that are not so easy to 
understand: a rock, keys, wind, fire, a 
garden (field), a building, sheep, What 
do.a rock and keys*make you think of? 
(Matt. 16:18, 19.) Wind and fire? (Acts 
2:2, 3.) What garden (field) did Paul 
plant and Apollos water, while God 
made the plants grow? (1 Cor. 3:5, 6, 
9ab.) What building is made of living 
stones? (1 Cor. 3:9c; 1 Pet. 2:5a.) 

A church is like a garden (field) be- 
cause each person in it is growing in 
spiritual things. It is like a building 
because other people are being put into 
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it, and God lives in it. It is like a flock 
of sheep because the people need some- 
one to look out for them and help them. 
I have given some of you paper sheep 
with a Bible verse on them. Tell the 
reference on your sheep so the others 
may find it in their Bibles. Then read 
your verse. Place your sheep on the 
flannel board to make the Good Shep- 
herd’s flock. (Have a picture of Jesus 
as the Good Shepherd on the flannel 
board. Cut seven sheep from white 
paper and back them with a patch of 
outing flannel, then print the following 
verses on them: Psas, 23:1; 100:3; Isa. 
40:10a, 11; Ezek. 34:31; John 10:11; Heb. 
13:20; 1 Pet. 5:2a, 4.) 

Whom do you think Peter is telling 
to feed the Lord’s sheep? Look at 1 
Peter 5:1 and find the word “elders.” 
That means the older men or leaders 
in the church who taught and looked 
after the others. You know a shepherd 
may have other shepherds to help him. 
So our minister, the deacons, the Sun- 
day school superintendent, and we 
teachers are the Lord’s undershepherds. 
(Replace flannel board sheep and shep- 
herd by children and teacher or minister. 
Figures may be cut from magazines 
and catalogues and backed with outing 
flannel.) 

Paul was a hard-working shepherd 
of the Lord’s sheep. In how many 
places he had flocks to look after—Cor- 
inth, Philippi, Ephesus! (Map.) As he 
was sailing by Ephesus to Jerusalem, he 
sent a message to the elders of the 
church in Ephesus to take a thirty-mile 
walk and have a conference with him 
at Miletus while his ship was in port. 
(Map.) When the elders arrived, he 
reminded them that he had taught them 
everything they needed to know. They 
must watch their own lives and watch 
out for all the people in their church, 
and teach them. The people were very 
precious to the Lord because He had 
died to save them. (Read Acts 20:28.) 
Why did they need to watch out? Sin 
would get in. There would be teachers 
who would not teach the truth. (If 
some sects with false teachings are ac- 
tive in your community, illustrate this 
to the children.) Paul told the elders 
they must work hard as he had, and 
help the poor. Then he kneeled down 
and prayed with them. They all cried, 
and hugged and kissed Paul, as men 
did in those days, feeling very sad that 
he said they would never see him again. 
They saw him on board ship, then re- 
turned home to their work and respon- 
sibilities. 

Does the Bible have advice, too, for 
the boys and girls and grownups who 
are being taught and watched over— 
for you? Yes, indeed! Here is some 
(1 Tim, 5:17; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet, 5:5a). 
Respect, obedience, co-operation—do we 
see them in our class, our Sunday 
school, our church? Or do we talk 
about our leaders behind their backs, 
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act smart, and start trouble? Our Mem- 
ory Verse is for everyone, elders and 
juniors, minister, teacher, and pupil: 
“Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 
us, and hath given himself for us” (Eph, 
5:2. Use “love” for the key word. One, 
or more of the leaders might tell about 
his work.) 
Orono, MAINE, 
vd 


For Primary Teachers 
‘ By Helen E. Odenwelder 


H*%% you ever seen a missionary 
sail for a foreign country? If you 
have, you know it is a very exciting, 
thrilling, sobering experience. What 
makes it exciting? Well, for one thing, 
before the great ship sails, visitors are 
allowed to climb all over it—up and 
down the elevatofS; out to the swim- 
ming pool; up to the plush dining room 
(including a look at the indescribable 
menu!); finally to sit down in the mag- 
nificent lounge. The thrill of being 
present for a missionary’s sailing comes 
when the friends gather around God’s 
Servant, sing a few hymns (usually 
concluding with “God Be With You Till 
We Meet Again”), and pray together at 
the very last moment before leaving 
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the ship. It ig sobering to see a mis- 
sionary sail, for each one realizes that 
perhaps they may never meet again 
here on this earth. And everyone 
knows that most missionaries go to parts 
of the world that hold many dangers, 
No one knows the many difficulties that 
a missionary faces as he goes to a 
strange land to speak in a strange lan- 
guage and live among ‘people whose 
ways are strangely different. The ex- 
citement, thrill, and sober feeling. ex- 
perienced at a missionary’s sailing con- 
tinues as the vessel pulls slowly out of 
dock and glides altogether too quickly 
out of sight. 

It is entirely possible that you live 
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too far away from any seaport to be 
able to see missionaries sail. But maybe 
you have had a farewell service for a 
missionary. Did the elders or deacons 
stand around the missionary while the 
minister’ put his hand on the mission- 
ary’s head and prayed for him? That 
is what is done in some churches. That 
is something that is not new. Even in 
the very long ago times the church 
leaders did that. 

Once, for example, the Apostle Paul 
was On a missionary journey. He was 
in a hurry ta get to the city of Jeru- 
salem (Acts 20:16), so that he did not 
have time to stop to see the Ephesian 
Christians. He wanted to see them, for 
he had a warm love for them. Besides 
that, he knew that he might never again 
see them. So he sent word to them 
and asked if they would come and meet 
him at the seaport «Miletus), which 
was perhaps forty miles away. 

The Ephesians were as eager to see 
Missionary Paul as he was to see them. 
So they hurried to the seashore. Paul 
told them many things that day—things 
he wanted them always to remember. 
He reminded them that from the very 
first day he had been in their city he 
had served the Lord “with all humil- 
ity” (v. 19). Not only that, but he had 
often cried—cried because of his own 
sins; cried because many people would 
not receive the Lord Jesus as the Son 
of God. In addition, Paul’s very life 
was in danger, for the Jews were always 
seeking to kill him. His life was never 
safe. Imagine that! The Ephesian 
elders remembered these things, you 
may be sure. Doubtless, as they lis- 
tened to him there at the seashore, they 
decided that they, too, should be hum- 
ble servants of the Lord—servants who 
were so eager to see others saved that 
they wept over them as Paul did. 

It must have jolted the Ephesians 
when Paul reminded them that, despite 
being very busy, he preached not only 
in public but went from house to house 
(v. 20) telling the Ephesians about the 
Saviour sent from God. They must 
have known that Paul was the greatest 
of all the apostles. They knew, too, 
that he was an outstanding preacher. 
They could not help but think of Paul’s 
constant concern for the unsaved. every- 
where and how he went from one city 
to another seeking to establish churches, 
They knew that, along with all of his 
preaching~and traveling, he made tents 
so as to earn money for his living ex- 
penses (v. 34). Paul did not boast of 
what he had done. But as he reminded 
the Ephesians of these things, they must 
surely have determined that day to be 
better servants of the Lord. 

The time went quickly, and Mission- 
ary Paul had to get back on the ship. 

Before he climbed on, however, he knelt 
down in the sand and prayed with the 
leaders of the Ephesian church. They 
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prayed, too, surely, just as church lead- 
ers do- today when missionaries sail. 
And I’m certain that they promised God 
to serve Him as Paul did, 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the -Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Fatal Directions—Take heed there- 
fore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood (Acts 20:28, 
Golden Text). The pathos of the blind 
preacher who leads the blind is illus- 
trated by an account in the Digest and 
Review: “It was dark and the colonel 
and his driver were hurrying along in 
a jeep, anxious to return to their own 
lines. Coming to a fork in the road 
they spied a lone MP stationed there to 
guide traffic. Getting the necessary 
directions, they were on their way. 
After a few miles, the driver sensed 
something wrong and got out to inves- 
tigate. He walked ahead about thirty 
feet in the gloom. And there, where a 
bridge should have been, was a yawning 
drop of several hundred feet. Enraged, 
the colonel drove back to the MP, de- 
manded an explanation. Weary, the 
MP sighed: ‘I can’t understand, sir. 
I’ve been sending traffic that way all 
night and you’re the first to complain.’” 
That MP was not more stupid than mul- 
titudes of blind leaders of the blind. 
They have been directing the masses 
over the yawning chasms into the un- 
ending dark. But because no one re- 
turns—for it is “the road of no return” 
—these poor parasites, whether pagan, 
Protestant, or popish, insist on their 
right to direct all human traffic over 
their “broad way.”—From Prairie Over- 
comer. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N. Y. Prize illustration. 


What Can You Do?—For as we have 
many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office 
(Rom. 12:4). The Record of Christian 
Work tells of a Christian who thought 
he could do very little, if anything, for 
Christ, since he was a cripple. At last 
someone suggested to him that he write 
to other shut-ins—prisoners in jails, He 
thought it a splendid idea, and started 
at once at his new work. Into those 
letters he put his very best strength of 
Christian manhood, ready wit, and in- 
spiring cheer. No replies ever came and 
it was a severe test to his faithfulness 
to do a work so little noticed or appre- 
ciated. One day a line came from a 
jailer: “Dear sir: Will you use thicker 
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paper, for your letters drop to pieces 
with much reading as they pass from 
cell to cell."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Better Than None§_Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is 
given tous... let us... (Rom. 12:6). 
The late Charles M. Alexander was taken 
to task after one of his,services by a 
Christian who said, “I admire your 
spirit, Mr. Alexander, but I don’t like 
the way you do your personal work.” 
“Neither do I very well,” replied Mr. 
Alexander; “how do you do it?” “Well, 
I—I—I—,” stammered the man, “I don’t 
do it very much.” “Well,” said Mr. 
Alexander, “I like the way I do it bet- 
ter than the way you don’t do it.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Putting First Things First—Or min- 
istry, let us wait On our ministering: 
or he that teacheth, on teaching (Ram, 
12:7). One time a noted young concert 
artist was asked the secret of her suc- 
cess as a violinist. She made a strik- 
ingly peculiar reply. She said, “The 
secret of my success is planned neglect.” 
She explained that when she first 
started studying violin that there were 
many things that demanded her time 
and attention. After she had taken 
care of all such matters, then she would 
turn to her music, and practice as she 
had time and opportunity. With this 
system, the young. student was getting 
nowhere fast! She was on her road to 
being a first-class failure. So one day 
this young lady made a decision. She 
said, “I’m going to reverse the whole 
procedure,” and she did. In her own 
words: “I deliberately planned to neg- 
lect everything else until my practice 
period was completed. That program 
of planned negleet accounts for my suc- 
cess."—From the Christian Visitor, Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Clean Hands.—A bishop then must be 
blameless ... (1 Tim. 3:2). I remem- 
ber a simple poem that I read sometime 
in the past. The words I cannot ex- 
actly recall, but the thB8ughts were of 
a man’s recollections of his childhood 
delight in seeking to be of some help 
as his mother prepared the evening 
meal. He would call, in an eager, 
anxious voice each evening, “Mother, 
may I put the bread on the table?” And 
always the understanding voice came 
back in reply, “My son, are your hands 
clean?” Years later he was anxious to 
give to men God’s bread of life. Yet 
always in the quietness of his heart 
came the voice of that testing reply, 
“My son, are your hands clean?”—From 
the Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Richmond, Kans. 

The Example of His Family.—One 
that ruleth well his own house, having 
his children in subjection with all gravity 
(1 Tim, 3:4). An elder in a church was 
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telling me about their new minister. He 
said: “We prayed much about the choice 
of a minister, and on the night we met 
to decide which man, of the six we had 
heard preach, should be the man to call, 
one of our members arose and said, ‘Mr. 
—— doesn’t seem to be the one favored 
by most of us, but please | let me tell 
you this: I believe it’s very important. 
I don’t think, myself, that Mr. —— is 
as good a preacher as some of the other 
men, but that isn’t the most important 
thing, is it? My sister is a member of 
that man’s former congregation and she 
told me that his family of five children 
are the best behaved she has ever 
known, also so well taught in the Word 
of God, and that Father and Mother 
pray morning and evening with their 
children and take time to read the Word 
of God with them; also they live the 
Christian life before them.’ And,” 
added the elder, “it’s a great thing in- 
deed for our church and community 
not only to have such a minister and 
his wife with us, but to find a family 
of five children who are an example 
to our young people.”—Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


My Neighbor’s Bible—He must have 
a good report of them which are with- 
out (1 Tim. 3:7). 


I am my neighbor’s Bible, 
He reads me when we meet; 
Today he reads me in my home, 
Tomorrow on the street; 
He may be relative or friend, 
Or slight acquaintance be; 
He may not even know my name 
But he is reading me. 
—From “Church Discipline a Century 
Ago,” by B. M. Dobbin,.in the United 
Presbyterian. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 
- 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 29) 

1. It is grace bestowed for special 
ministry, 

2. A body, with its many members 
(vs, 4, 5). 

3. To the functioning of the various 
members of a body. j 

4. In the early days, before the New 
Testament was completed and distrib- 
uted. 

5. Showing mercy (Rom. 12:8) and 
giving (2 Cor. 9:7). 

6. Overseer. 

7. Some adopt this. meaning, but it 
seems more natural to see in it simply 
a prohibition of bigamy. 

8. A well-disciplined family (1 Tim. 
3:4, 5). 

9. Not only that he lacks experience 
for the task, but that he may become 
puffed up and fall into sin (1 Tim. 3:6). 

10. He must be a man whose Chris- 
tian character is above reproach (1 Tim. 
3:7). 

ELMuurstT, IL, 
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ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
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cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 


2 Over ten Thousand Students 
Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS 723:.24%mone ave 


PASADENA 1, CALIF. 
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correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 
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CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














What the Times Has Meant 
(Continued from page 27) 


was not unfruitful. Perhaps my story 
would encourage some other reader who 
may see no signs of results from wit- 
nessing. 

Soon after this, the Lord moved a 
distant relative to send me'a gift sub- 
scription to the Times. I still disagreed 
with it; I think that the Holy Spirit 
had to battle with me, for I resisted 
on so many points of doctrine, even 
after I was saved. I have blamed un- 
kind Chfistians* for some of my doubts, 


. but it may really have been my own 


fault, for not putting off the “old man” 
very readily. But at least I never neg- 
lected your paper, and when my gift 
subscription ran out I subscribed my- 
self. I couldn’t bear to be without it. 

In 1953, my husband heard of the 
death of Jim, the.town derelict. We 
had moved away from that community, 
so I supposed that he was still in the 
same condition when he died. But my 
husband reported this:. it was said of 
him that he reformed completely be- 
fore he died, and had stopped drinking 
altogether. 

I have three children now, and they 
are all saved. I have been teaching 
a children’s Bible class on Thursday 
evenings. In September, 1957, my hus- 
band received Christ as his Saviour. 
We pray daily for his parents, and 
brothers. We have some tremendous 
obstacles, and I do believe that Satan 
is intensifying his efforts. But God has 
been s6 good to us. And, above all, I 
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praise Him for His blessed Son, who 
left His home in Glory to go to such 
depths for our sakes. 

And I do praise Him for His faithful 
servants who write Sunday school 
papers, or send ol@ copies of Sunday 
school papers to lost sinners. 

JUNEAU, WIs, 
He 


Children at Home 


Joshua Blackgoat 
A story from the Navajo Gospel Mission 


E CAME to the summer camp for 

older shepherd boys at El Nathan, 
drawn there by the reports brought 
home by sisters who had attended two 
of the previous camps. He was given 
the name of Joshua. 

Fifteen years of age and uneducated, 
but. bright as could be, he soon won his 
way into the hearts of the workers at 
the camp. After several days of hear- 
ing the Word of God, he gave out these 
words at a campfire meeting, “I am 
from Many Turquoise section. I heard 
about both encampments. My sisters 
returned and told me what they had 
learned here. I couldn’t understand 
so I came here to understand. Maybe 
when I understand I will believe, too. 
I want to believe in Jesus but I don’t 
know how and I just can’t get hold 
of it.” 

A few days later he took Christ as his 
Saviour. Then came the words, “I be- 
lieve all right, but I don’t know how 
to talk to Jesus. I am standing all out 
for God. What the other boys have 
said is true—that God is from the be- 
ginning even though we can’t see with 
our eyes, but by faith. If God asked 
us, ‘How many hairs do you have?’ we 
could not answer because we do not 
know. I am the Lord’s lamb and I just 
thank Him and am trusting Him.” 

He was given help in learning how to 
pray, and daily in the classroom he fed 
on the Word of,God gs it was simply 
taught him by this native teacher. 

Day after day and night after night 
Joshua continued to testify to the other 
boys. He was usually the first one to 
stand to his feet. One night this came 
from his heart and his lips, “The won- 
derful thing about Jesus is that He suf- 
fered and died for me. The lesson we 
had today was great. I cannot measure 
it. No one would die for his son—that 
is found nowhere in our tribe—but the 
Lord died for us and He is the way that 
leads up to Heaven, the broad way leads 
to that awful place of fire. He died 
for me and I thank Him tonight.” 

On the last night, after ten days of 
living in the camp with other boys of 
his age, praying with them and study- 
ing with them, he stood to his feet in 
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a campfire service long to be remem- 
bered. This was his last testimony: “I 
have been faithful to testify whenever 
we had the meeting around the fire, 
and why should I run away when I 
have the great God, the living God? I 
know that my own people worship the 
things that are not God, but I have 
trusted the living God, something that 
has life—and that is my Lord. I know 
very well that when our people are 
planning a ceremonial or sing they look 
around for someone to help them— 
someone to give them money, even five 
or ten cents, for tobacco as a treat to the 
men that are going to sing. I know that 
I will be strong against that thing. Why 
should I give my five cents for tobacco 
for the old men to enjoy? I have de- 
cided my own way by the help of the 
Lord Jesus. We have learned that we 
are not Our Own any more but that we 
belong to God. It is my hope and trust 
that I will be strong for Him alone.” 

Joshua went home the next day with 
the other boys. Back into their hogans, 
many of them miles from the Mission, 
they went. 

Several weeks passed and we saw 
Joshua walk into the Sunday morning 
chapel service. His face was radiant. 
The smile that had come with Jesus had 
not been dimmed. 

That night at the Fellowship meeting 
he arose to his feet and told us a most 
remarkable story—remarkable in that 
God had found a new life through which 
He could work. 

Here is the story. Joshua and Fred, 
who had also attended the camp, were 
out together herding their sheep. They 
had gone a number of miles from their 
people’s hogans and had crossed the 
arroyo because of the better grass on 
the other side. It was late afternoon. 
Suddenly they heard a great noise—the 
roaring of water. Going to the arroyo 
they found it a raging torrent about 
three feet deep. What should they do? 
How would they ever get their flocks 
across? How see the little lambs safely 
over? They stopped and prayed hard 
—“Yego sodolzin.” “We prayed hard.” 
“We prayed hard.” 

Over and over this was repeated in 


_his testimony. Then they carried their 


lambs across in their arms. God saw 
them safely across when they could 
have tripped had they been caught in 
the fast floating debris or quicksand. 
Returning to the opposite bank they 
surveyed their sheep, some one hundred 
in number. They couldn’t carry them 
across! What should they do? Back 
again to the God they had learned to 
know and to love at El Nathan. They 
“yego sOdolzin.” They prayed hard. 
The God who loved the Navajos and 
gave His Son for their salvation heard 


~ them. He moved His mighty arm in 


their behalf! A roar—they heard a ter- 
rific’ noise. The waters abated until 
there was but a stream about ten inches 
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deep. They quickly drove their sheep 
across. Going upstream along the bank 
of the arroyo, they saw what GOD had 
done in answer to simple faith. He had 
caused the banks of the arroyo to fall 
in and make a large dam which held 
back the waters until all of their flock 
were safely across, Then the torrent 
swept on, 

Joshua, the fifteen-year-old, unedu- 
cated boy, had proved the reality of 
God. He told his story to his relatives. 
His father, a strong medicine man, lis- 
tened and confessed his belief in this 
One whom he thus far does not know. 
Night after night meetings are being 
held in a little hut in the country of 
Joshua's home. His two relatives, Fred 
and John, also uneducated Navajo lads, 
are each carrying on for Christ and 
Joshua. They were strengthened in 
their faith at El] Nathan this past sum- 
mer. 

Joshua, for the present, is staying at 
the Mission learning more of God and 
His wonderful Word, so that he may go 
back with more of the wonderful story 
to tell to his own people. 

Joshua is a “precious possibility” who 
has been found by God and saved and 
is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Who can 
estimate his worth to God? There are 
thousands of boys and girls like this in 
Navajoland—boys and girls who could 
find others for God if they were found 
by God. 

The cry in the hearts of the Navajo 
youth is for Christian education. The 
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prayer of the Mission is that God may 
make possible a Bible training school in 
our midst. ,Through this means the Nav- 
ajo tribe could be evangelized. We 
covet your prayers and your gifts for 
their sakes, 

id 


What Does the Future Hold? 
(Continued from second page) 
“We and all the nations stand at this 
hour in human history before the por- 
tals of supreme catastrophe. What 


Rachel Saint 
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ought we to do?” he asked. “Which way 
can we turn to save our lives and the 
future of the world?” Then with the 
pathos which the sage old man obvi- 
ously felt, he said: “It does not matter so 
much to old people: they are going to 
die soon anyway. But I find it poignant 
to look at youth in all its activity and 
ardor and, most of all, to watch little 
children playing their merry games, and 
wonder what would lie before them if 
God wearied of mankind.” The great 
statesman voiced the thoughts and feel- 
ings of most thinking people. The 
forces now within the grasp of men are 
beyond their ability to control, and the 
veteran wartime leader was right in his 
stark realism when he said that man- 
kind was placed in a position “both 
measureless and laden with doom.” 

Among the press comments on that 
momentous speech in 1955, perhaps the 
most significant was that of the Daily 
Mail which, under the headline, “Three 
Years to Live,” said that by 1958 or 
1959 the two halves of the world would 
live in mutual terror of being wiped 
out—words which have perhaps re- 
ceived a fresh emphasis from the hap- 
penings of recent months. “Thus,” said 
the paper, “we have only a short time 
to make our peace with each other or 
to make our peace with God.” 

Scientist, statesman, and journalist 
combine to stress the uncertainty of 
the present day and the fear which fills 
the hearts of men. In the light of our 
Lord’s own words in Luke 21:26, is this 
all without significance for the Chris- 
tian? 

The return of Israel to her own land 
and the re-establishment of the State 
of Israel, the increasing hatred of the 
Arab for the Jew, the rising power of 
“the kings of the east,” the ugly threat 
of Russia, the problem of Egypt, the 
moves toward union in Europe, the 
ecumenical movement in the church— 
are these all without significance or, in 
view of the prophetic word, have they 
a serious import for the child of God? 

The future of the world is dark, but, 
in the midst of the very blackness, the 
Christian sees the beam of hope. Christ 
is coming! Perhaps, in the near future, 
He will descend from Heaven with a 
shout to call His own to be with Him. 


Mrs. Wadsworth Taken From Us 


NOTHER member of the inner circle 

of the large SunpAy ScHOooL TIMES 
family has gone to be “with Christ; 
which is far better.” The wife of Dr. 
Ernest M. Wadsworth, director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League and 
writer of “For Family Worship” in these 
columns, died’ on Decémber 21 at her 
home in: Wheaton, III. 


Ella Maude Wadsworth was born of 
Christian parents May 23, 1878, at Law- 
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rence, Mass. Her mother, Mrs, Samuel 
Brierley, was taken from her by death 
when she was nine years of age and her 
father passed away some six or seven 
years later. She was married on Sep- 
tember 7, 1897, to Ernest M. Wadsworth, 
with whom she lived in blessed union 
for fifty-nine years. One interesting 
factor in this marriage was that D. L. 
Moody in a private conversation with 
Dr. Wadsworth at Bellvue Hotel,’ Bea- 
con Hill, Boston, during the Moody 
Meetings in Tremont Temple, advised 
him to proceed with his plan to marry 
Miss Brierley, which he did, and with 
her entered Mr. Moody’s school two 
weeks after marriage. They saw Mr. 
Moody afterward, and presented them- 
selves to him.with great pleasure, 

After completing two years at the In- 
stitute, Dr. and Mrs. Wadsworth held 
pastorates at Gillett, Pa.; at Pulteny, 
Avoca, and Buffalo, N. Y. They spent 
almost twenty years in the Riverside 
Baptist Church at Buffalo, and then upon 
call to succeed the founder of the Great 
Commission Prayer League, upon his 
death, they entered upon that ministry 
January 1, 1930, and they have thus 
completed twenty-seven years in bliss- 
ful service together. 

Mrs. Wadsworth was taken ill early 
in October with a sinus infection of a 
stubborn nature. Later while alighting 
from her car she tripped and fell and 
seemed to bump her head hard on the 
ground. She soon lost her hearing. She 
began to lose ground, and hospitaliza- 
tion and medication were of little avail. 
Mr. Wadsworth also became ill and had 
to enter Elmhurst Hospital for treat- 
ment, and an operation, while avoided 
thus far, may be necessary. He was 
released from the hospital just in time 
to give his precious wife great comfort 
and cheer. 

After this she seemed to relax and 
give up to the Lord’s will for her de- 
parture. She died peacefully at one 
o’clock on the morning of the year’s 
shortest day, December 21. Her body 
was interred in the older part of 
Wheaton Cemetery awaiting the trump 
of God for the glorious resurrection of 
the people of God. She is, through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, present 
with Him whom she loved. 

“In her tongue [was] the law of kind- 
ness.” 

we 


“Jehovah” or “Lord’’? 
(Continued from second page) 


as the original form. This may be cor- 
rect. It seems remarkable that the 
proper pronunciation of a word which 
occurs nearly 7,000 times in the Old 
Testament should not be definitely 
known. But sueh is actually the case. 
It is noteworthy that, despite the fact 
that the Old Testament is frequently 
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cited in the New, the latter nowhere 
contains the Tetragram. Had our Lord 
and His apostles deemed it important 
that its correct spelling be preserved, 
we would expect the word to occur in 
the New Testament. The fact that it 
does not seems to imply that the orig- 
inal pronunciation is not a matter of 
importance for the Christian. 

3. The principal reason that we are 
in ignorance as to the correct pronun- 
ciation of the Tetragram is that, within 
a century or more after the completion 
of the Old Testament, the word Lorp 
(Hebrew, ’Adonay) was substituted for 
it in reading the Hebrew Scriptures. 
(Where the Tetragram was accompa- 
nied by the word Lord, the tautology 
of using Lord twice was avoided by 
substituting Gop for the Tetragram; 
e.g., Lord Gop [Ezek. 2:4]. This occurs 
about 300 times.) According to Jewish 
tradition the uttering of the Sacred 
Name YHWH was gradually restricted 
to the Temple at Jerusalem, and even 
to the high priest on the day of atone- 
ment. Finally it ceased to be uttered 
at all. Various explanations may be 
given of this avoidance of the use of 
the sacred name: fear of its profana- 
tion by themselves or others, excessive 
reverence, even gross superstition, may 
all have contributed. At any rate, we 
know from the Septuagint (Greek) 
Version of the Old Testament, that in 


. reading the Scriptures this substitution 


was made several centuries before our 
era, 

4. This substitution of ’Adonay for 
YHWH, whatever its origin, has the 
sanction of New Testament usage. Not 
merely does the Tetragram nowhere oc- 
cur in the New Testament; the word 
Lorp is substituted for it in quoting the 
Old Testament. Psalm 110:1 is quoted 
in al] the Synoptic Gospels in the form, 
“the Lord (kurios) Said unto my Lord 
(kurios) ,” etc., although the Old Testa- 
ment passage reads, “YHWH said unto 
my Lord.” It is significant that in this 
New ‘Testament passage, where our 
Lord cites the witness of the Old Tes- 
tament to Himself with such effective- 
ness, no attempt is made to preserve 
a distinction which is clearly present 
in the Hebrew. Here if anywhere in 
the New Testament we might expect 
the Hebrew name for the Covenant 
God of Israel to be retained. But it is 
not. This is conclusive proof that the 
substitution of Lorp for the Tetragram 
has the sanction of the inspired writers 
of the New Testament. 

The probable explanation is that the 
word Lord is better suited to express the 
universality of the Gospel than the He- 
brew name YHWH. This usage has 
been followed “in all translations, so 
far as is known, from the Syriac of 
the second century down to the close” 
of the fifteenth century.” To attribute 
this usage to “Jewish superstition,” as 
is done by the American Revisers in 
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defending their use of Jehovah, is con- 
sequently quite unwarranted. The 
Authorized Version, like the great ver- 
sions that preceded it, in using the word 
Lorp was clearly following a usage 
sanctioned by the New Testament. 

5. The pronunciation of the Tetragram 
as Jehovah originated at the time of the 
Reformation and is the result of igno- 
rance. As was stated above, the Tet- 
ragram was written YHWH in the He- 
brew Bible. In reading it the Jews had 
been accustomed for centuries to sub- 
stitute the word Lorp, During a long 
period of time beginning with about 
the sixth century A.D. a succession of 
Jewish scholars called the Massoretes 
elaborated a system of signs called 
vowel points, the addition of which to 
the Hebrew text was designed to en- 
able the reader to pronounce the He- 
brew words according to the traditional 
pronunciation. But in the case of the 
Tetragram (YHWH), instead of adding 
the pointings which would indicate its 
original pronunciation (probably YaH- 
WeH) they added the vowels’ of. 
the’ word Lorp (’Adonay), intending 
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thereby to inform the reader that he 
should follow the recognized custom 
of substituting the latter word. This 
was sufficient for an educated Jew. 

From the time of Jerome (4th cen- 
tury, A.D.) to the Reformation Hebrew 
was practically unknown in Western 
Christendom, the Latin Vulgate being 
regarded as authoritative. When the 
Humanists, and especially the Reform- 
ers, revived the study of Hebrew they 
naturally made mistakes. It was only 
natural that they should pronounce the 
Tetragram with the pointings given to 
it just as they would do with any other 
word, unless they were aware, as many 
or most of them were not, that in its 
case the pointings indicated the substi- 
tution of another word. This resulted 
in the absurd composite YeHoWaH 
(the first vowel of ’Adonay, which is 
very short, being slightly modified to 
“e”). It is this mispronunciation that 
has been anglicized as Jehovah. 

It is somewhat as if an American 
who strongly objected to the use of 
foreign words were to register his 
dislike of the word “boulevard” and his 
preference for “street” by adding to the 
abbreviated form BLVD the vowels of 
the word “street” and as a result such 
a monstrosity as “belved” were to pass 
into our vernacular and gradually dis- 
place the word “boulevard.” 

That the word Jehovah, arising in 
this way through a blunder, should 
have established itself so widely in 
Christendom, is remarkable, to say the 
least. That it is a blunder cannot be 
denied. Few if any will maintain today 
that this strange “composite” gives us the 
correct pronunciation of the Tetragram. 
The most that can be said for it is that, 
although incorrect, it has through long 
usage acquired a certain respectability 
and even prestige to which it has no 
proper claim. 

To sum up: 

We do not know the exact pronunci- 
ation of the Tetragram YHWH. 

We know that “Jehovah” is incorrect. 

We know that the substitution of 
Lorp for the Tetragram has the high- 
est authority, the sanction of the New 
Testament. 

It would seem natural and eminently 
proper for those who accept the author- 
ity of the New Testament to follow the 
usage of the New Testament with re- 
gard to'an Old Testament word the cor- 
rect pronunciation of which is not 
known, rather than to adopt a pronun- 
ciation that is demonstrably incorrect. 
That the American Revisers failed to 
do this is singular and regrettable. 

ye : 

The way for a young minister to save 
himself from being despised is not to 
assert his rights and prerogatives, but 
so to live that all men see in him a true 
specimen of a Christian—J. C. Macau- 
lay. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 26 


1. Lord, I Believe 
(Mark 9:24) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OR some time, even in religious 

circles, there has been a disposition 
on the part of certain individuals to dis- 
credit creeds. Their favorite comment 
is, “It is not what you believe that mat- 
ters, it is the life that counts.” This 
statement sounds plausible until you 
think it through. Actually, it is what 
you believe that determines what you 
do. If you regard yourself as first and 
most important, you will act selfishly. 
If you do not believe in the sacredness 
of one’s property or life, you will steal 
or kill. If you do not have clear and 
definite beliefs about God, you will live 
a godless life. You cannot divorce your 
conduct from your beliefs. 

se 

Christian creeds are simply funda- 
mental Christian truths, set down in 
concise, convenient, and easily remem- 
bered form. Rightly used they are 
statements of faith of an individual or 
of a group. To be sure, a creed can be 
rattled off, like anything else we say, 
without giving very much thought to 
the meaning. When this is done, a 
creed becomes empty, but this is not 
the fault of the creed but rather of the 
one who recites it in a careless or 
thoughtless manner. A Scripture verse 
or a hymn can be expressed just as aim- 
lessly or with just as little profit. 


4 

God’s Word gives us excellent prece- 
dent for Christian creeds. You will 
remember that the Lord Jesus asked 
His disciples, “Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am?” and then, “But 
whom say ve that I am?” (Matt. 18:13, 
15.) And when Simon Peter answered 
the Lord’s question, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
Christ said, “Upon this rock [confes- 
sion of Himself as the Son of God] IT 
will build my church.” 

we 

On gnother occasion, the Lord Jesus 
said, “Whosoever therefore shall con- 
fess me before men, him will I confess 
also before my Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 10:32), In Romans 10: 
9, 10, we find, “If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus [Jesus as 
Lord], and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto 
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salvation.” Such statements as these 
confessions are all creeds. 


we 
The Christian creed best known to 
most believers is called The Apostles’ 
Creed. “It contains all the fundamental 
articles of the Christian faith necessary 
to salvation, in the: form of facts, in 
simple Scripture language, and in the 
most natural order—the order of revela- 
tion—from God and the creation down 
to the resurrection and life everlasting” 
(Philip Schaff), 
se 


The Apostles’ Creed cannot be traced 
to any one individual, although it is 
thought to have grown gradually out 
of Peter’s confession mentioned above. 
It is not inspired in the sense that the 
Scriptures are inspired, It is not a word 
of God to men, but a word of men to 
God in response to His revelation. 
Although not drawn up by the apostles 
themselves, it contains the doctrines 
taught by the apostles and fully sup- 
ported by the inspired Scriptures. Orig- 
inally it was committed to memory and 
repeated by word of mouth. One of 
the first writers who gives us the text 
of this creed in very nearly its present 
form wrote near the close of the fourth 
century, 

4 


You will find it helpful to have your 
group repeat together this excellent 
Creed, speaking the words slowly and 
with pauses between’ the various parts, 
in order to give time to think carefully 
of the meaning of the words. It might 
be well to ask, in advance, several in- 
dividuals in your group to be prepared 
to: tell what some specific part of the 
Creed means to them. 

$e 

Challenge all present to ask them- 
selves the questions, “Do I really believe 
what I say when I repeat the Apostles’ 
Creed?” and, “How does my Christian 
walk measure up to what I say I be- 
lieve?” 

ye 

Many years ago, Elizabeth Cheney 
wrote for THE SunpAy ScHooL Trm_Es the 
following lines entitled, “Overheard in 
an Orchard,” which you may have heard 
before: 

Said the Robin to the Sparrow, 
“I should really like to know 


Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin, 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no Heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 


Truly, what we really believe in our 
hearts determines what we do. Shall 
we not, then, let this week’s topic stim- 
ulate us to see to it, by God’s grace, that 
our daily lives shall emphasize and be 
consistent with what we say we believe 
about Christian truth? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Daily. Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 20 to 26 


Mon., Jan. 20.—Acts 6:1-7. 
The Need for Deacons. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Men of honest 
report, full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom, whom we may appoint over this 
business.” God here describes the kind 
of officers that are needed in every 
Christian congregation. Outwardly and 
inwardly they must be God’s men 
doing God’s work in God’s way. Are 
these the qualifications that govern in 
the choice of church officers in your 
church? God’s blessings in the spiritual 
realm can only be expected when God’s 
work is done in harmony with His holy 
will. (See Rev. 2:1-7 and Titus 1:5-10.) 
Pray for a revival of spiritual-minded- 
ness among believers in your church. 


Tues., Jan. 21.—1 Tim. 3:8-13. 
Requirements for Deacons. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let these also 
first be proved; then let them use the 
office of deacon, being found blameless.” 
The high character God demands of 
deacons must be sustained in our 
churches if God is to be pleased and 
their work to tell for eternity. The 
standards of the character and conduct 
of a deacon must be on the same high 
level as that of the godly minister. 
Eternal importance is attached to both 
of these offices in the Scriptures. A 
Biblical type of revival in a Christian 
congregation affects the elections of 
church officers as well as the elevation 
of the spirituality of the real Christians 
of the church. Pray for the careful ob- 
servance of God’s Will in future elec- 
tions of officers in the churches, 


Wed., Jan. 22.—Acts 14:19-23. 
‘ Elders Are Appointed. 


PRAYER SuGGcEsTIONS: “Ordained ... 
elders in every church.” Men invested 
with high church honors must be of the 
kind who can definitely further the spir- 
ituality of its members. (See Acts 20: 
17, 28.) Obviously only those officers 
who are truly spiritually minded can 
help to build a church up on her most 
holy faith. In selecting elders observe 
this rule: “Lay hands suddenly on no 
man” (1 Tim. 5:22). God holds church 
members accountable to Him for the 
choices they make of the mén for the 
offices their congregation. Pray for 
all church officials, that they may awake 
to their God-given opportunity for spir- 
itual leadership. 


Thurs., Jan. 23.—1 Tim. 3:1-7. 
Requirements for Church Leaders. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “Not a_ novice, 
lest being lifted up with pride he fall 


into the condemnation of the devil.” 
Being elected a leader by his church 
should humble a man, not puff him up. 


” A church leader who takes his task as 


from God, and not just from an elect- 
ing people, will be deeply humble. (See 
1 Cor, 1:27-30.) The more humble he 
is in God’s sight, the more God will be 
able to use him to bless those whom he 
serves for time and eternity. (See 1 
Tim. 3:13.) Pray daily for your minis- 
ter and for Officers of your congrega- 
tion. 


Fri., Jan. 24.—1 Tim. 5:17-22. 
Worthy of Honor. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Let the elders 
that rule well be counted worthy of 
double honour, especially they who 
labour in the word and doctrine.” God 
looks for these high qualities in the 
service of His church officers. If they 
do well the work which has been com- 
mitted to them in dealing with Scrip- 
tural and divine truth, they are worthy 
of high honor. Pray that God-fearing 
officers in yOur church may keep the 
approval of God always in mind. 


Sat., Jan. 25.—Acts 1541-6. 
A Church Council Called. 


PRAYER SucceEsTIons: “The apostles and 
elders came together for to consider of 
this matter.” The world’s most eminent 
Christians assembled in council not to 
give their opinions on a major church 
problem, but to discover the definite 
will of God in the matter. This they 
found in the Scriptures, the rule of life 
and conduct for God’s people. Thus 
these church leaders were able to bless 
other churches, to comfort Christians, 
and to extend the Word of God. Re- 
vivals are certain to follow councils 
which are held in the same spirit, for 
the same purpose of honoring and glo- 
rifying God, and for the furtherance of 
the welfare of the church. Pray for 
meetings held especially for inquiry into 
hindrances to revival in our churches. 


Sun., Jan. 26.—1 Pet. 5:1-11, 
: Shepherds Under Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When the 
Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away.” Let all ministers and 
church officers keep God’s bright re- 
ward constantly in view. As under- 
shepherds, each thing you do should be 
to please Him. In the Orient a mission- 
ary watched a chief shepherd high on 
a mountainside directing his under- 
shepherds far down below. He di- 
rected their vocation, their location, 
and their co-ordination. In a like 
manner Christ, from the highest 
Glory and by His holy Word, gives 
His officers a glorious high calling 
and an offer of immortal honors. Pray 
that your church officers may have 
this reward in view. 
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